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SMASH THE SKATRIARCHYSMASH THE SKATRIARCHY
VOLUME THREE

It’s November of 2020 as I sit down to write this. Usually when I write a zine introduction, I know 
that the folks who will be reading it will be living in roughly the same world that I am living in right 
now. But that’s not the case this time. I don’t know what the world will be like in two months or two 

years. I’m writing to you from the eye of the storm. The coronavirus is raging through our entire 
world, getting worse and worse every day. And, at the same time, we are in the middle of a powerful 
uprising against racial injustice and police violence. I don’t know what the future holds, or even how 

life is going outside of my hometown of Portland, Oregon.

Here in Portland there have been protests for 173 days and counting. Our systems, designed 
intentionally for oppression, must be dismantled. This fight belongs to all of us. We’ve socially-

distanced our masked selves through teargas and wildfires, mass mutual aid efforts and more police 
murders. This has been the strangest, scariest, most intense time of my life. It has also been the most 
uplifting, educational, and inspiring time. I’m full of both sorrow and hope, and I won’t stop saying 

their names, screaming their names, until we have justice.

This volume of Smash the Skatriarchy features primarily BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, and People 
of Color) skaters and artists. Some folks would like to think that the skate scene is free from all 

oppression; that all you need to do is just show up and skate. We know better. The skate scene does 
not exist in isolation of the greater society. And our greater society is built on white supremacy and 
the patriarchy. But change is in the air. Bit by bit, we are dismantling oppressive systems. Together 

we are building a skate scene where everyone can come together to skate and to thrive.

Photos by Mikaela Martinez
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JADA and theJADA and the
PUSH FOR PEACEPUSH FOR PEACE



Skateboarding and social justice go hand in hand. Over the summer, PDX Skateboarding and social justice go hand in hand. Over the summer, PDX 
Black Youth Movement, a group of mostly teen activists, hosted a skate pro-Black Youth Movement, a group of mostly teen activists, hosted a skate pro-
test. Hundreds of skaters gathered at a local park and took to the streets. We test. Hundreds of skaters gathered at a local park and took to the streets. We 
cruised down the middle of East Burnside. A lead truck played music and PDX cruised down the middle of East Burnside. A lead truck played music and PDX 
BYM organizers used a loudspeaker to share their message with folks we passed BYM organizers used a loudspeaker to share their message with folks we passed 
by. When we hit the bottom of the hill, we bombed into Burnside skatepark for by. When we hit the bottom of the hill, we bombed into Burnside skatepark for 
more speeches and a lovely skate session.more speeches and a lovely skate session.

Jada’s Words:Jada’s Words:
Hello, I’m Jada. I’m 18 years old and I’m from Portland, Oregon. I wish to 
become a neonatal nurse, and wish to advocate for Black Lives & mental 
health. My graduation day was filled with grief and  memories from the protest 
I went to days before. Flashbacks of the SWAT cars pulling up on me and my 
friends, firing at us. Everyone running in every direction, trying to escape the 
gas, rubber bullets and the violence deployed against our unarmed bodies. My 
summer has been filled with protests, marching, photography, and a little fun 
in between.



On PhotographyOn Photography
My current camera is a Nikon D5600. I like to 
take pictures of nature but especially people in 
their natural state. Photography is rewarding 
because it allows me to capture a moment that 
will last forever, and also to illustrate the now. 

On MotivationOn Motivation
My family and my past is what inspires me 
everyday to stand for what I believe in and 
to push for a better tomorrow. Although I’m 
only eighteen years old, I’ve experienced many 
hardships, and have learned a lot over my 
high school experience. As a child, I watched 
my father go in and out of prison, leaving me 
and my mom alone; sometimes this was better 
than he and my mom being together. Prison 
was where he received his GED. In December 
of 2014, the holidays became something I 
would begin to dread for the rest of my life. As 
everyone is counting the days till Christmas…. 
12, 11, 10… my father commits suicide. After 
2014, my life was never the same. Scarred. 
Left with the past memories, guilt, regret, 
trauma, questions, my own battle with mental 
illness, and lifelong grief. This event has 
changed my life forever but has also given me 
the motivation to persevere, and to want to 
touch others’ lives. So despite my obstacles, I 
want to be someone in my community that the 
African American community can look up to. I 
also want be someone for the young black girl 
who truly thinks she’s all alone, dealing with 
those dark thoughts all by herself. I wish to be 
a role model, an advocate for people dealing 
with mental health issues, and to pursue a 
career in nursing through higher education.  







On MusicOn Music
Otherside of America by Meek Mill has 
currently been fueling me to keep pushing 
myself. Like a lot of his other records he talks 
about the corruption of the justice system and 
systematic oppression that a lot of African 
Americans can relate to coming from inadequate 
circumstances. 

On the FutureOn the Future
I will be attending the “March on Washington” 
on August 28th, not only to stand against the 
MANY injustices happening in our country 
today but also the opportunity to photograph 
such a large event. Although I feel torn in many 
different ways right now I intend on continuing 
to pursue my nursing degree and possibly minor 
in political science. 

A Special Message Just for Skaters:A Special Message Just for Skaters:
I think you’re fearless and I respect the sport. 
And I absolutely love when I see girl skaters 
doing their things and being badass.

About PDX BYM, in their own words:About PDX BYM, in their own words:
The Portland Black Youth Movement is a Black 
Youth Led activist group from Portland, Oregon 
who actively lead, organize and promote voices 
within our local community. Our goals as an 
organization are to end systemic and systematic 
injustices that our BIPOC have to face daily. We 
want to defund the police and redistribute those 
funds back into our local communities.

Support Black Photographers.Support Black Photographers.
Buy prints of Jada’s photos.Buy prints of Jada’s photos.

jadawayfilms.mypixieset.com
IG @jadawayfilms



SELINASELINA
Skidskunx: Recognizing and Empowering

my Indigenous Homies



Yá’át’ééh! Hello! Yá’át’ééh! Hello! 

My name is Selina Mullen, I’m Diné (Navajo) & Vietnamese. My clans are My name is Selina Mullen, I’m Diné (Navajo) & Vietnamese. My clans are 
Kinłichíí’nii (Red House Clan) and Dziłt’ahnii (Mountain Cove Clan). I’d like Kinłichíí’nii (Red House Clan) and Dziłt’ahnii (Mountain Cove Clan). I’d like 
to describe myself as an indigenous queer anarchist from Salt Lake City, Utah. to describe myself as an indigenous queer anarchist from Salt Lake City, Utah. 

I became familiar with skateboarding as a kid thanks to my brother. The Tony Hawk video games 
were all I’d watch him play. I remember wishing I knew how to skate. It wasn’t until high school 
when my friend gave me her old skateboard to take home and finally give skateboarding a go. I 
ended up practicing in my driveway and hit the ground many times, but I never wanted to give up. 
I pushed myself to keep learning, which I’m still doing today. I began watching tons of skate videos 
and reading skate magazines. I was intrigued with the people, history, and connection in the scene. 
In a way, it started to remind me of my culture and people. I searched for others like me but noticed 
there wasn’t much representation for Indigenous people. I decided to take it into my own hands and 
make art for skaters in the Indigenous crowd. More importantly, I wanted to inspire others and to be 
connected to a group that got where I was coming from. 





The year 2020 has been rough for everyone, especially for Native communities. I’ve lost two family 
members who lived on the Navajo Nation which was hit hard with Covid-19. It was very unfortunate 
and caused a lot of grief for my family. I thought my life would be on pause, but with the losses and 
grief instead came motivation. I  started donating to my people in need and helping out family on 
the reservation. I was drawing and creating jewelry nonstop. It became medicine for me during all 
of this. Everyday I tell myself to be productive. My culture and supporters, who are practically like 
family to me, have been keeping me going.

Support Indigenous Artists.Support Indigenous Artists.
Buy Skidskunx shirts, stickers, and more.Buy Skidskunx shirts, stickers, and more.

 IG @skidskunx
www.linktr.ee/skidskunx



GLORIAGLORIA
   Co-Founder of Team Indigenous Juniors

  Hi, my name is Gloria. My pronouns are she/her.Hi, my name is Gloria. My pronouns are she/her.
I’m Northern Cheyenne, African American and Latinx.I’m Northern Cheyenne, African American and Latinx.

All photos in this series are by Mika Martinez



GLORIAGLORIA
   Co-Founder of Team Indigenous Juniors

  Hi, my name is Gloria. My pronouns are she/her.Hi, my name is Gloria. My pronouns are she/her.
I’m Northern Cheyenne, African American and Latinx.I’m Northern Cheyenne, African American and Latinx.

All photos in this series are by Mika Martinez



You are co-founder of Team Indigenous Juniors, You are co-founder of Team Indigenous Juniors, 
a borderless roller derby team. Why is this team a borderless roller derby team. Why is this team 
important?important?
Team Indigenous Juniors is important because 
it's a safe space for native youth skaters who 
don't necessarily feel comfortable being on a 
more dominantly white team. That’s why I made 
it, because I know how it feels, you know? It's 
just a comfortable place for people to feel safe. 

When I skate, I skate for Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women. That’s really important, 
and it's more of an emotional thing, because 
I'm a native woman. Native women go missing 
and are murdered all the time and they don't 
get enough recognition, especially when they 
go missing. You don't really see Amber Alerts 
for them. You don't see anything. For me to 

skate for them is my way of giving them some 
recognition that they need. For me, it's helping 
them find their peace, especially if they were 
murdered and have no justice at all. When I’m 
skating for them, I’m saying “No more stolen 
sisters!”

Team Indigenous put on a skate rollout in July. Team Indigenous put on a skate rollout in July. 
How was that?How was that?
The rollout was fun. We skated and had dance 
parties. It was for BIPOC skaters mainly, skaters 
who are Black, Indigenous, and People of Color. 
It was a recognition for them. We had speeches 
that were really great in the beginning. We were 
talking about what life is like as a BIPOC person 
in the world right now, and how that affects us. 

People think that we’re extinct. But we’re still 



here, and we’re more powerful than ever. I feel 
like now we are getting recognition for being 
Native, for what happened to us, and it’s really 
helping a lot. That sticks with me because I just 
want people to know that we are not extinct. 
We’re still here, and we’re still true to ourselves. 
We’re still Native American people who have 
survived genocide, colonization, and everything 
that they try to take from us.

Could you explain roller derby a little bit for Could you explain roller derby a little bit for 
folks who maybe don't know so much about it?folks who maybe don't know so much about it?
Derby is a contact sport on skates. We have 
knee pads, elbow pads, risk guards, helmets, 
mouth guards, and skates.  We're on a circular 
track, and there's ten skaters on the track at a 
time. Four blockers from each team, and two 
jammers. Basically the blockers are trying 
to stop the jammers by blocking them with 
contact. The jammer’s role is to break through 
the opposing blockers’ pack, which is how your 
team scores points. The jammer who gets out 
of the pack first is called the Lead Jammer for 
that jam. Every jam is two minutes long, but the 
Lead Jammer has control over the game. They 
could call it off at any time.

Are you a jammer or a blocker?Are you a jammer or a blocker?
I do both, but I’ve mainly jammed most of my 
time in derby. I love skating fast. Jammers are 
more likely to get through the pack when they 
skate fast.

How did you get into derby?How did you get into derby?
I went to a Heartless Heathers versus High 
Rollers game. I basically kind of just fell in 
love with the sport. I had gone skating at Oaks 
Park Roller Rink, so I knew how to skate. I just 
didn't know there was anything like roller derby 
beforehand. 



What do you love about derby?What do you love about derby?
I like the people. And the fact that you can do 
a contact sport on skates is really cool to me. I 
love that. I just like the experiences you get in it. 
You can go! You can travel the country, travel 
the world! It's really a good experience. 
Honestly, I would say that derby changed 
my life. If I wasn’t doing derby, I would have 
free time, and you know teenagers and their 
free time! I don’t have time to mess up. I don’t 
have time to do anything else except derby and 
school. It’s really time consuming, and that’s 
really productive for someone with ADD like 
me.
I just like skating! And also, I'm always say this, 
but I'm one of very few Native people who skate 
on a team. It's giving recognition to my people 
that we can do anything we put our minds to. 
We're not going to be shut down just because 
we're Native American.

What type of time and dedication do you put in?What type of time and dedication do you put in?
I started by taking derby classes before I tried 
out for the little kid team. That was a smaller 
team that doesn't do contact. So then I was 
doing practice every Saturday and scrimmages 
on Sundays. When I could pass certain skill 
set levels, I got to be on the older team. I did 
two practice days with that team, and also a 
scrimmage day. So, three times a week. Then, 
when I got on the travel team, that was two more 
days of practice. But I was working out, too. At 
school, I was in a weight training class. And then 
my grandma put me on her gym membership. So 
I was also working out at the gym too. So, like, 
that’s a lot of time! Derby takes up a lot of your 
time!

You were on a home team and also the travel You were on a home team and also the travel 
team. Does everybody get to play on the travel team. Does everybody get to play on the travel 
team?team?
So the home team, everybody gets to play on 
that one. To get on the travel team, everybody 
tries out and then they pick the best skaters 
from each home team. You have to try out every 
single year. And so it's not about being a favorite 
skater, it's about skills.

How has your skating changed over the years?How has your skating changed over the years?
When I first started Derby, I was not that good. 
I'm going to be honest. I don't know how I even 
got on a team that year. But as I took advice 
from different skaters, I got better and better. 
I grew with my team and once I hit contact 
years, I started getting better at hitting. I started 
getting better at my feet work. My movements 
were a lot better. I was a lot faster and I just 
started working and working and working every 
practice. I just put my all into it. And like when 
you push yourself like that, you're only gonna 
get better.



What’s it feel like when you’re skating?What’s it feel like when you’re skating?
I don't know. It's like, I just feel a lot better 
when I'm skating. I'm a really clumsy person 
because of my ADD. When I skate, I feel like I 
don't have to worry about being clumsy as much. 
It's a really good feeling. It just makes me feel 
safe, especially in the right environment.

How accessible of a sport is derby? How hard How accessible of a sport is derby? How hard 
was it for you to get into it?was it for you to get into it?
I had a lot of help. I feel like if I didn't have the 
support I did, it would be a lot harder. Money-
wise it’s hard, because it’s a pretty spendy sport 
when it comes to gear. And then you have to 
pay a fee every month, like $30. For some 
people that's a lot of money. It depends on 
your parents’ state basically. I had free lunch at 
school, which gave me a scholarship. That really 

helped out. But for some people it might not be 
as easy.

How much does an average gear set up cost?How much does an average gear set up cost?
That depends. It depends on your boot. When 
I first started, I was on a cheap hundred dollar 
pair of skates. Then when I got better, I got 
$500 skates. And then the boots I have now, I 
got them for free, because I got sponsored. But 
this setup would have been at least a thousand 
dollars. And then plus the gear, the gear is not 
terrible, but it can be spendy.

This year is different than most years. There’s a This year is different than most years. There’s a 
pandemic, which means everything with school pandemic, which means everything with school 
and with derby changed. How have things been and with derby changed. How have things been 
for you?for you?
It’s been really hard because I don't get to do 



derby, and I'm always doing derby! Not being 
able to see my teammates, not being able to 
skate, it's really hard. Sometimes I will do 
something like watch a video of us skating and 
it'll make me cry. I miss that so much. And I just 
want it to go back to the way it was without this 
pandemic and everything.

The derby season is cancelled this year, so The derby season is cancelled this year, so 
instead of photographing you doing what you do instead of photographing you doing what you do 
best, we went to the skate park. How have you best, we went to the skate park. How have you 
liked it?liked it?
It’s pretty fun. It was my second time, so I was 
learning how to drop in again, and how to carve 
all the bowls. I can’t do derby, and I love skating 
anyway. So this is fun. I like learning. 
Mick helped us learn how to drop in, and how 
to stay low through the curves without falling. 

And how to hit the walls higher and faster. It 
was very helpful. We are definitely going to keep 
coming to parks. This was so fun!

Any last words?Any last words?
For anybody who's interested in doing derby or 
being on Team Indigenous, get in touch with 
me. And if you feel comfortable, I'm down to 
talk.

Support Team Indigenous Juniors. Support Team Indigenous Juniors. 
Follow them on social media.Follow them on social media.

Donate to the team.Donate to the team.
Venmo: @Team-Indigenous

IG @team_indigenous_youth









GORAGORA
Rosebud Travel Team
Team USA Juniors 

Hello. My name isHello. My name is
Eden. My derby nameEden. My derby name
is Fulla Gora, but I gois Fulla Gora, but I go
by Gora. And myby Gora. And my
pronouns are she/her.pronouns are she/her. 



What do you love about derby?What do you love about derby?
I love that it’s a team sport. I’ve done other 
individual sports, and it’s different being on a 
team. I also love that it’s full contact. It’s fun 
to be able to skate, to hit people, and to get 
adrenaline out. It’s very high intensity. Doing it 
with other people who also get that feeling and 
that emotion is really cool.

How did you get into derby?How did you get into derby?
My mom played for the Heartless Heathers 
starting when I was in second grade. So I was 
around it a lot as a kid. I thought derby was 
super cool and I wanted to play like her. I’ve 
known how to roller skate since I was 2 or 3,
and I’ve always loved it. I was the team mascot 
for the Heathers for a while when I was seven or 
eight. My name was Icy. 

What does it feel like when you skate?What does it feel like when you skate?
I feel very confident when I skate. I’m not the 
most social person, I would say, but whenever I 
put on skates and especially when I’m with my 
teammates, it just switches and I’m instantly 
super talkative and very extroverted. Anywhere 
else, in any other setting, or when I don’t have 
my skates on, I’m very introverted. It feels so 
good doing something you are good at, I also 
feel very strong when I skate.

You don’t skate like you’re afraid of gettingYou don’t skate like you’re afraid of getting
hurt.hurt.
Yeah, no. I mean, sometimes trying new things 
at first is scary, but I feel like I’ve fallen enough 
times that I’m not really scared of falling. And 
especially if I’m skating a bunch, and I’m with 
my teammates, they give me courage.  So I’m 
not really scared to try new things when I’m 
with them.

What does your training look like?What does your training look like?
During the year, I had Derby practice twice a 
week for three hours. And then I would have a 
weight training class two to three times a week 
for an hour and a half. And I had weightlifting 
club after school two times a week for an hour. 
And then crossfit on Saturdays for an hour, too! 
derby is very involved, and it takes a lot of time. 
You really have to work hard.



What’s it like to be part of a team?What’s it like to be part of a team?
We take it very seriously, but we have a lot of 
fun, too. And most of the time when we fall, 
we just laugh at it, and it’s fun to fall. It’s like, 
no matter what you’re doing, even if you lose 
a bout, most of the time it’s still good because 
you did your best. It feels like you’re with your 
family.
How has derby affected your life?How has derby affected your life?
I feel like Roller derby has made me so much 
more confident. Before I started playing I 
didn’t really have a passion and I was also pretty 
insecure. Being on a team gave me so much more 
confidence. It motivates me to be better in all 
the areas of my life.

What team do you play for?What team do you play for?
When I was in Juniors I played for the Little 

Red Riveters, Rosebuds travel team, and would 
have skated on Team USA this year, but then 
COVID happened…

How’s the pandemic feeling for you?How’s the pandemic feeling for you?
It's hard. It's definitely thrown off my routine 
a lot. Pre COVID, I would be working out on 
a regular basis, and I was training for roller 
derby, and it was very routine. But it's thrown 
everything off. And so I've had to adjust a lot. 
Everyone's had to adjust.

Is anybody talking about when they think derby Is anybody talking about when they think derby 
might pick up again?might pick up again?
I haven't heard anything about it yet, but also 
I would now be skating at the adult level and I 
haven’t really looked into that yet either,  so I’m 
not really sure about when it will start back up ..



Derby skating is really different from park Derby skating is really different from park 
skating. With derby not happening for a while, skating. With derby not happening for a while, 
do you think you might do more park skating?  do you think you might do more park skating?  
I really liked it!It definitely took some time to 
get used to skating on not flat ground.. The first 
time I parked skated, it was super weird, but 
after adjusting to it, I think that it's really fun. 
It’s a different way to skate. I like that you can 
do it during a pandemic. It’s something to do 
with friends, and it’s outside. And it’s fun to try 
new things! At first it’s pretty terrifying but after 
you get the hang of it it’s super fun. Especially 
having your teammate with you makes it even 
more fun. I definitely feel like I will park skate 
more now. It’s really satisfying skating around 
the bowl and just enjoying yourself. 

Find and follow Gora on instagramFind and follow Gora on instagram
IG @ fulla_gora



MICKMICK
Co-Founder of
Team Indigenous

Ya’aat’eeh. My name is Ya’aat’eeh. My name is 
Mick Rose, pronouns Mick Rose, pronouns 
They/Them. I’mThey/Them. I’m
from the Diné,from the Diné,
Omaha & Omaha & 
Pawnee Pawnee 
Nations.Nations.

  



You are the co-founder of Team Indigenous, You are the co-founder of Team Indigenous, 
a borderless roller derby team. What is the a borderless roller derby team. What is the 
significance of it being borderless?significance of it being borderless?
Really what we’re trying to do is shift people’s 
thinking within sports in this really subtle way. 
We are saying we don’t want to try out for Team 
USA, we don’t want to try out for Team Canada. 
We want to skate with each other and represent 
our indigenous nation. In order to do that, we 
had to gather together. I would love to take a 
team of just skaters straight from my nation, but 
we don’t have enough people who skate to do 
that, or enough at a level of a world cup to be a 
competitive team.

There’s lots of indigenous people who are now 
living under colonial rule. They are restricted 
by what is called a border. Colonial borders 
keep people from being able to engage in their 
ceremony, engage with their nations, and work 
for their tribes. And so we decided to join forces 
and create this team to try to encompass as many 
of our shared values as we could. It’s not just 
extending to Turtle Island and Pachamama; 
it’s also all of our folks in so-called Australia, 
and our folks in the Pacific islands.  We felt that 
it was very important that Team Indigenous 
asserted that we were borderless, that we assert 
our sovereignty as a sports team.

What is your relationship with Team Indigenous What is your relationship with Team Indigenous 
Juniors?Juniors?
I’m merely an auntie. I merely want to be an 
auntie, and to just say “here’s a little bit of 
guidance. You all form your own team!” I want 
them to feel empowered through the process. 
Tackling and interrupting adultism is really 
important to me. We can’t have a junior team 
that’s led by adults. It has to be led by our 
youth. So I really try to be hands-off as much 
as possible. It’s all of their work and their 

determination to do all these things that they do. 

You are a world-level athlete and coach, and You are a world-level athlete and coach, and 
I am just a self-taught zine creator. You have I am just a self-taught zine creator. You have 
way more experience with interviews than I way more experience with interviews than I 
do. You’ve been interviewed for major media do. You’ve been interviewed for major media 
publications, including the New York Times, publications, including the New York Times, 
been on TV, and hosted your own podcast. What been on TV, and hosted your own podcast. What 
are some experiences you’ve had engaging with are some experiences you’ve had engaging with 
the media?the media?
Some of the good experiences that I’ve had 
are when I’m just having a conversation. It’s 
important to be able to speak honestly, from 
the heart. When sharing things that are very 
difficult, I feel like some of the interviewers 
that I’ve worked with have paid me for my time. 
They’ve brought food not just for myself, but for 
everyone around. They’ve built a relationship 
with me over time. They check in with me after 
the story is written, and let me review it.. And 
if there’s anything I feel uncomfortable with, 
or want to take out or expand upon, then the 
opportunity is given, which feels really great. 

I’ve also been given things like a gift certificate 
for a massage. Things that help me take care 
of my body and my spirit. Giving of yourself 
in these ways is a lot of emotional labor. That 
feels like an exchange of energy. That sits right 
with me. I’m very protective, and make sure 
that people are who they say they are before 
engaging in interviews, so that everyone feels 
safe and that our emotional and spiritual safety 
are protected.

I don’t filter myself for the most part, but 
there are subjects I avoid. I try to control the 
narrative by not answering questions about 
statistics that kind of dive into poverty porn. 
I don’t want anyone to ask me anything that 
has to do with disparaging information or 



negative statistics about living on a reservation 
or being an indigenous person. Those things 
feel very exploitative. Interviewing should be an 
empowering experience. 

What does it feel like when you’re skating?What does it feel like when you’re skating?
I really like how my body moves when I’m 
skating. When I’m carving at a skate park, I 
feel really free. When I’m skating outside just 
on the streets, I feel really playful. I have a lot 
of fun jumping on and off stuff or falling. I’m a 
bit of a daredevil. Going down hills is probably 
the number one thing that I like doing. And I’m 
really good at bombing hills.

When Team Indigenous played the World Cup When Team Indigenous played the World Cup 
in 2018, you broke with the tradition of starting in 2018, you broke with the tradition of starting 
bouts with the team’s national anthem. Instead, bouts with the team’s national anthem. Instead, 

you read a statement and shared a minute of you read a statement and shared a minute of 
silence for missing and murdered indigenous silence for missing and murdered indigenous 
relatives. How did that come to pass?relatives. How did that come to pass?
The most uncomfortable time that I had at 
the previous World Cup in 2014 was having to 
walk in with an American Flag draped on my 
uniform. I’ve always been a person who sits for 
the anthem, ever since I was a child. So having 
to stand with my team, and being pressured by 
my coaches to stand with my team, felt really 
deeply uncomfortable. I saw it as something that 
needed to change. I realized that I wanted to 
come here with Indigenous folks. I wanted to 
come here on our own terms.

Before the World Cup, a lot of people were 
really pushing back against national anthems. 
Even though we are in a space that is a World 



Cup, where people are coming to represent 
their countries, national anthems are a very 
uncomfortable subject for many people. We 
thought, there has to be another ceremony to 
start a sports game!

I had been coaching many teams around Europe 
that had World Cup players. When I talked 
to my friends on those teams, it was clear that 
there were a lot of hard conversations happening 
about playing national anthems. Denmark had 
a lot of really uncomfortable feelings. When 
I talked with my friends on Team England 
though, they didn’t really get it, which I find 
pretty normal. A lot of British folks have 
removed themselves so far from the fact that 
they colonized so many countries. Anthems 
are directly linked to their country and to their 
queen, and they’re very into their royalty. So 
they didn’t really understand it. Team Canada 
was really split. A lot of folks understood it. 
Mostly that was the queer folks, honestly. Team 
USA was having the same discussions. This was 
right after Kaepernick had been blacklisted from 
the NFL. So some folks decided to kneel during 
the anthems. And then there were some people 
that were really into the military and really 
wanted to represent veterans. So they ended up 
wanting to play their anthem.

My first game coaching Team Indigenous was 
against Denmark. The head referee asked each 
team if they would be playing their national 
anthem. Team Denmark was like, “We’re not 
nationalists. We’re not playing that.” They 
played a pop song instead. When the ref asked 
me, I said “We’re reading a statement. We’re 
asking for a minute of silence before the game.”
The ref read our statement at that game, and 
every other game we played. People were very 
moved every single time that we read it. I saw 

a lot of people crying. I saw a lot of people 
visibly shaken, and making the links in their 
heads. We were linking to manifest destiny. We 
were linking the rape of earth to the rape of 
women, children, and men. I don’t think that 
our colonial education system will ever link 
those things in a way that is true, in a way that 
has integrity, and in a way that is restorative. 
We were trying to educate in order to repair. 
Making those links in that statement was the 
first time a lot of people heard all those things 
together.

It was scary to read the statement, but also 
very empowering for our team. Everyone stood 
behind me with all of our various nations’ 
flags. We had 25 skaters and we had 28 flags, 
because many of us are multi tribal. It was a 
very powerful moment before every single 
game. That really gave us a lot of strength and 
resilience to play these games together, after 
never having met each other before the World 
Cup. Those moments felt like, yes, we are 
actually coming together and doing this in a way 
that is honoring the ongoing genocide of our 
people. It gave us resilience and strength. We 
were standing up and saying “We are here! And 
we are together!”

When I think about it, it’s just… it was so 
powerful.

At the end of our last bout, one of my best 
friends, she skates for Team Australia, she came 
up to me. She was very emotional, and she said 
“This statement needs to be bigger. It needs a 
bigger platform. I’m going to talk to my team.” 
Team Australia made it to the championship 
game, which would be aired live on BBC. 
They’d already been waffling about playing their 
national anthem at the start of the bout. And so, 



this friend that I’d been on this journey with in 
Roller Derby, with wins and losses on the track, 
with playing against each other at the last world 
cup, she really stood up for us. She talked with 
her teammates about reading the statement, and 
they all decided that they didn’t want to play 
their national anthem. They absolutely wanted 
to give us the floor.

Before our statement could be read, we were 
asked to turn it in so the BBC officials could 
go over it and decide what could or couldn’t be 
said. I was like, absolutely not. So I just gave 
them some bullshit, because I’m not going to 
be bullied by a TV company. I mean, come 
on! So I gave them a statement that was very 
blah, blah, blah. It didn’t link all those things, 
which directly come from England; directly 
from the people who were going to be watching 
that broadcast. You know, their ancestors were 
the original colonizers of Turtle Island. One 
of a few, but one of the main ones. And so to be 
able to have that platform, thousands of people 
watching the grand final!

We spread the word to all the other teams that 
had indigenous players. We asked them to join 
us by standing during the statement. It was 
very powerful and moving. And the moment of 
silence happened, and we were standing there. I 
see this beautiful team, these indigenous skaters. 
And all the other indigenous skaters from the 
other teams standing there with us in solidarity. 
And then, when that moment was over, the 
American anthem started playing. It was so 
jarring. I was like, “what the hell is going on?” 
It just felt like a stab, you know? I immediately 
dropped to my knees. All my teammates were 
shocked. Everyone was shocked. To go from this 
statement talking about indigenous sovereignty 
and the links between colonization and sports, 

and how we need to remember the missing and 
murdered indigenous relatives in order to skate 
for them and stand up for them. And then to 
go to the national anthem. It was so jarring and 
disgusting. I felt really betrayed by my Team 
USA teammates in that moment. To go from 
an act of solidarity to the complete opposite, it 
was quite jarring. I wonder if that juxtaposition 
primed the audience to take notice of what was 
happening.

So many of us, we immediately went into a 
circle. We didn’t even watch the game. We 
went together, and we smudged, and we 
cried. We comforted each other. And we got 
back to our balance. This was why we were 
there. And everybody witnessed it. Not just 
the people there at the championship. All the 
thousands who were watching online, and all 
the thousands who watched in their homes on 
BBC, they all witnessed that moment happen. 
It had huge ripple effects. These issues have 
just grown exponentially since then. That’s all 
that we could have hoped for. We had hoped for 
acknowledgement and understanding, and for 
people to take some actions for themselves. And 
it could not have happened had I not had allies 
in the skate community.

Follow Mick on instagram for Indigenous Follow Mick on instagram for Indigenous 
political content each and every day.political content each and every day.

IG: @__thicc-mick





MIKAELAMIKAELA
Professional photographer for, among others, Don’t Shoot PDX
Photo of Mikaela by Per Bjesse



Why is photography important?Why is photography important?
I love about photography the story that you can 
tell with photography. Imagery shapes a lot of 
possibilities in how we think of ourselves and 
others. Being able to change that narrative or to 
create new possibilities is something I’m really 
excited about. 

We see a lot of the same types of images and the 
same types of people in the media. Not only 
the same body types and ages, but also the same 
sort of tropes. Being able to challenge those 
stereotypes and show a more authentic image of 
people is something that I’m always looking to 
try to do. I want to help provide representation 
in the media.  I am trying to change the world 
one photo at a time.

What’s it been like photographing these skaters? What’s it been like photographing these skaters? 
I used to photograph for the Rose city rollers. 
So I have an affinity for roller derby. Being able 
to connect with Indigenous youth who also are 
interested in derby is really exciting. Roller 
derby is a lifestyle. It’s a huge commitment. 
Skaters fall down, and then get up, turn around, 
and are like, yeah! Falling is a badge of honor. 
And being able to understand and capture that 
was really fun.

Before taking these photos, I met with the 
skaters. We talked quite a bit about the 
stereotypes that are constantly associated with 
and perpetuated about Native Americans, and 
how we wanted to avoid doing that. We talked 
about what we really were looking for. Team 
Indigenous skaters skate with a purpose. They 
skate for the Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women. Their skating has weight. By listening, 
I knew what to look for when I photographed 
them. I focused on capturing the authenticity of 
these skaters, the passion that they have, and the 
strength that they embody in the sport. 

You can support Mikaela by purchasing art, You can support Mikaela by purchasing art, 
becoming a patron, or booking a personalbecoming a patron, or booking a personal

shoot with her.shoot with her.
www.mmartinezphoto.com/blog

IG @m.martinezphoto

My name is Mikaela Martinez. My pronouns are she/her. I am the owner of 
M. Martinez Photo, and I’ve been taking pictures for close to 20 years now.
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About Black LuckAbout Black Luck
The first collection released in the summer of 2020 by Black Luck Co. The 
artist, Emil Moore, drove inspiration for this specific set of works from his 
personal experiences as a Black male surviving the burdens of systemic racism 
and the complex dynamics of what it is like to be Black in AmeriKKKa. The 
time frame in which this work was created has a big influence on not only 
the art, but the artist as well. The Summer of 2020 held specific moments of 
history for all Americans, but more importantly for Black Americans, as the 
uprising against police brutality carried on due to countless unjust killings in 
Black communities all across America,  even during a global pandemic.
(taken straight off the website, www.blackxluck.com)

Words with Emil Moore, the Artist:Words with Emil Moore, the Artist:
What is the meaning behind Black Luck?What is the meaning behind Black Luck?
Black luck is an art project at its core. And what I am trying to develop is a creative movement that 
focuses on collaborating with the community it represents in order to normalize people of color’s 
ideas in the visual arts world. 

What drives you to make the art you do?What drives you to make the art you do?
Cartoons, pain, attention, reflection, peace, and abstract emotions I feel that only creating can 
alleviate. 

How do you see skating and art intersecting?How do you see skating and art intersecting?
Art is a form of expression, skating is an art form and an expression. The two coexist easily which is 
why I love skate culture. 

What does skating mean to you?What does skating mean to you?
True finesse. Discipline, fear... my form of dancing. 

Support Black Artists.Support Black Artists.
Buy Black Luck stickers, prints, and shirts. Buy Black Luck stickers, prints, and shirts. 

www.blackxluck.com
IG @blackxluck



QUEER SKATE QUEER SKATE 
PDXPDX

Carving out space for LGBTQ+, BIPOC and womxn
identifying skaters in Portland, Oregon



Queer Skate PDX and PDX Black Youth 
Movement hosted an End of the Summer, 
BIPOC-prioritized skate meet-up. As 
they say, “there is resistance in joy and 
play.”

The day was bright and warm. Skate 
obstacles filled the blacktop playground. 
Artists set up booths to sell their wares. 
Snack Bloc came to feed the crowds. Bike 
Bloc kept an eye out for racists and Proud 
Boys who might show up to ruin the fun. 
Queer Skate PDX had extra skateboards 
for folks to borrow, and Rose City Rollers 
brought their box van full of loaner roller 
skates. Music played, speeches were 
given, prizes were raffled. And we skated. 
Everyone pitched in to make it a lovely 
and fun skate session.

Smash the Skatriarchy set up a free photo 
booth. Everyone who came by was invited 
to have an extra shot taken to submit 
to this zine. Sharpies were on hand to 
personalize the instant photos with 
messages of strength, power, resiliency, 
and joy. So many photos were submitted 
that these ones here are just a small 
selection reflecting the beauty that exists 
in our skate scene. 









Support Queer Skaters.Support Queer Skaters.
Follow Queer Skate PDX.Follow Queer Skate PDX.

IG: @queerskate.pdx 



I’m Kelsey Sveen. My pronouns are they/them.I’m Kelsey Sveen. My pronouns are they/them.
My favorite type of skating is quads, but I’m getting more into skateboarding. When I skate, I 
feel euphoric. It’s cheesy, but I feel so good when I skate, and I love falling and seeing myself 
improve. Lately when I skate I’ve been listening to a lot of Charli XCX, Caroline Polachek, 
and then sad gay music.
I’m part of the Queer Skate PDX leadership. A group of us organize events and community 
outreach. Right now I’m hosting the sk8toberpdx project on our instagram page.
I like to think we are helping to foster a community of acceptance and a safe place for skaters 
who exist outside of the white cis male norm that’s big in skating.
The future of skating is diverse and not dominated by cis white dudes.

two voices oftwo voices of
queer skate pdxqueer skate pdx

Portraits by Per BjessePortraits by Per Bjesse



My name is Sara C. My pronouns are she/her.My name is Sara C. My pronouns are she/her.
I love skateboarding, but I have been getting into blading more recently. My favorite type 
of music is alternative R&B or rap, so I usually try to hype myself with those genres of jams.
I admit I still get self-conscious when skating at parks. it can make me nervous. But when I 
only pay attention to my friends and the vibes, the rest of the world fades and it’s just about 
enjoying the connections I am building with my people.
With Queer Skate PDX, I kind of do a lot of behind the scene work. I’m mainly here to help 
the crew in any way possible and stay organized. We pretty much all work together with 
each idea.
Skating is such a big thing and the environment can be extremely toxic. I’ve never had a safe 
space that I could turn to. And the cost of classes and equipment made it hard to want to 
dedicate time to it. Queer Skate PDX does everything we can to help provide accessible safe 
spaces and equipment to those who need it. It’s about community, first and foremost. 
The future of skating looks new, creative, and welcoming. Almost every time I skate with 
people, it’s always about encouraging others to be more confident, try the things you think 





The End

Smash the Skatriarchy is created by me, Amelia Bjesse-Puffin. It’s my attempt 
to put some good into the world, and take away some bad. If you liked it, if 
you’ve got comments, if you found things that you think I should have done 
better, drop me a line. 

I took the instant photo of an apologetic curb at Pier Park in September. It felt 
like the world was owning up to its fucked up ways.

The skater airing a burning dumpster on the back cover was drawn by Mark 
Conahan. Portland’s summer nights were full of flaming dumpsters, and I’d 
really wanted to include some visual homage that aspect of the movement. I 
love having talented, creative friends who will take my image ideas and make 
them reality.

This whole zine, in fact, is only possible because of the immense amount of 
creativity and generosity in the skate community. I’m forever grateful for 
everyone’s willingness to be interviewed, to submit their works, and to read the 
final product. Thank you.

Support local publishers.
Buy this zine and more from Microcosm Publishing.

www.microcosmpublishing.com



info@smashtheskatriarchy
www.smashtheskatrirachy.com


