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You might be a skater. You might be part of 
the gender majority (cis-male), or you
might be part of the minority (the rest of us). 
Or maybe you don’t skate. But in some
facet of your life, you surely are part of a 
social majority, and it’s likely that in another
facet, you are a minority. The messages 
shared by the women and girls in this series 
are relevant to all of us. They are relevant 
when we are a minority, and they are
relevant when we are part of the majority.
Some thoughts might be new to you. Some 
might ring true, mirroring experiences you
yourself have had. Sometimes you have 
power, and sometimes you don’t. It’s an
inherent trait of our society. There are 
powerful groups and there are groups that 
must fight for and be granted inclusion.
This is about understanding each other’s 
experiences and taking responsibility for our
role in reinforcing these social and 
structural hierarchies.

Instead of gender minority skaters, these 
interviews could have been with students of
color attending mostly white schools, trans 
folks navigating our cis-normative society,
women in STEM fields, older men in the 
start-up world, or any other minority group
with less social power than the dominant 
group.

The messages these skaters share can be 
generalized across contexts. “Treat us
normal. Don't stare. Don’t objectify or 
tokenize us. Be kind and welcoming. Try to
understand what our experiences are like 
and treat us with respect.”

Thank you,
Amelia

Hello reader.



Hey cool kid,
This is Jessie. I met Amelia over a year ago 
at Pier Park, where I saw her rocking the 
mini bowl in a skirt! I was so new at skating, 
that I told myself I would say ‘whats up?!’ to 
every non cis-gendered male I saw at the 
park. If they had the guts to get on a board/
be there, they were badass in my book. 
Amelia was so welcoming and supportive. 
She gave me an issue of Vol 1. I thought it 
was rad that someone would go out of their 
way to prove that we aren’t alone. It was at 
that moment I offered my assistance to help  
with creating this project.

Amelia and I haven’t had the opportunity 
to skate together yet. The only photo she 
was able to snap of me was this one of me 
working hard to design and release issue 3 
of SWSH. 

I wanted to be apart of SWSH because 
I thought it was important. When I 
first started skating I felt so alone and 
timid. Skating was scary. It’s even more 
intimidating being a women in a scene 
dominated by men. 

Last summer, I took a random trip to 
Montana and went to the skatepark alone. 
I waited outside the park for an hour before 
I found the guts to skate. No one said 
anything to me but they all stared. I’ve never 
felt like more of an outcast in a community 
of outcasts. I skated by myself for 45 
minutes until I slammed pretty hard. That’s 
when a guy at the park cheered me on for 
getting back up. At that moment I realized, a 
good slam is just as solid as a dope trick. It 
proved to me (and them) that I deserved to 
be there as a female skateboarder.

I’ve met some amazing humans since I 
started skating and I’m proud to be apart of 
the minority of skateboarding.  

Let’s skate,
Jessie



RULES: CAMERAS & FILM

ABOUT THE
PROJECT

• Canon AE-1
• Ilford HP5+ disposable
• Lomography Simple Use reloadable  
 disposable
• Micro Shot: a tiny, pink, plastic toy 
 camera from the ‘90s that uses 110 film
• Baby Brownie Special: a little black  
 Bakelite camera from the ’40s that 
 originally sold for $1.25. It takes 127 film,  
 which is a bit hard to find but yields really  
 fun results.
• All the black and white 35mm film was  
 processed at home in my bathroom. 
 All the weird sized film and color rolls  
 were processed at Blue Moon Camera  
 and Machine in St. Johns, Portland.
• The design and layout work in this issue  
 was done by Portland skater, Jessie  
 Alcaraz. She is a creative genius. This zine  
 is beautiful because she made it so.

For one year, every time I skated, I brought a 
camera and notepad and attempted to
photograph and interview every non-
dude skater. The project began because 
I was feeling really discouraged about 
the overwhelming absence of women in 
the skate scene. I wasn't sure where the 
project would take me when I started. I had 
no idea how many people I would end up 
connecting with! I’d thought I might end up 
with such a tiny portfolio of photographs
that would illustrate our scarcity, but instead 
I ended the year with enough bios of rad,
inspiring women and non-binary folks for an 
entire zine series!

The rules were simple. The photos had to 
be analogue. (I’m a novice photographer 
and a toy camera junkie, so this way I could 
work on my skills and try out weird cameras 
at the same time.) The people obviously 
needed to give their consent, and during my 
skate session, the person must have stood 
on a skateboard while it was in motion.



Favorite part of skating: 
“Freedom. I started by skating from place to 
place. Especially here in Venice. The streets 
are so good. And the alleys.”

What’s hard:
“Breaking bones. Getting hurt.”

Advice for beginners: 
“Don’t be scared. Don’t give up.”

BRUNA
Venice Skatepark, California (December)
Canon AE-1









Virginia got her skateboard three days ago 
from Venice Skateboarding Stuff.

Favorite thing so far:  
“The feeling. I thought it would be really 
hard but when I got my board it was easy.  
I want to practice and practice so I can be 
like them,” she said while pointing at folks 
skating the street section.

VIRGINA
Venice Skatepark, California (December)
StereoRealist Camera

Advice for other beginners:  
“You have to glide. When you fall down, 
keep yourself up, or learn how to fall.”

I witnessed Virginia take a few tumbles, 
and she was good at following her own 
advice.  Sure it hurt, but she got right 
back up and kept on trying.

To see these parallel-view images in 3D, gaze past 
the page and let your eyes relax into double vision.  
As the images begin to double and overlap, align 
the middle two circles above the photo so that you 
see three circles instead of four.  Now look down at 
the photo.  It is an overlap of the two photos, which 

were originally shot at the same distance apart as 
our eyes, and thus now appears in three dimensions.  
Do you remember Magic Eye books?  Perhaps as 
featured in Mall Rats?  (“Wow!  It’s a schooner!”)  
Viewing these photos is the same process as that. 



Monica says:
My favorite place to skate is Palm Springs 
Skate Park because its my home park.

My favorite thing about skateboarding is the 
free feeling I get inside when I'm skating.  
I’m just me doing something I love.

I started skating because I liked it… 
whenever I saw a skate video or someone 
skating by, I wanted to do that.  My dad 
was a skater and so are my two younger 
brothers, so we have something awesome 
we can all do together.  Also no one 
judges you on anything but your skating.  
Everything else about you is just accepted, 
whether you're a boy or girl, skinny or fat, 
how you dress, or what you like... You are a 
skater just like them.

My advice to women or girls just starting 
out… don't let anyone tell you that you can't 
do it simply because you're a girl.  Be better 
than that person and show them up.  You 
can do anything you want. Skating is for 
everyone. Always get back up.

MONICA
Palm Springs Skatepark, California (December)
Hot pink plastic MicroShot camera (110 film)



Kim says:
Hands down my favorite park to skate is 
Alex Roads aka Prince park! 

The best thing about skating is landing 
a trick; nothing quite like that feeling! 
Especially when you have friends hyping 
you up to get it down!

KIM
Alex Road Skatepark, California (December)
Canon AE-1

The hardest part of skating is falling and 
getting back up. Commitment is what it’s 
all about! You WILL fall, falling down is 
inevitable. Gotta get up and hustle.  No pain, 
no gain, baby!

ALL YOU LADY SHREDDERS KEEP ON 
SHREDDING!! I swear it pays off.





Liz and I first met at Alex Road skatepark 
in Oceanside. I was visiting family and she 
was on a skate trip from Redondo. Days 
and days later, totally unplanned, but quite 
excitingly, we bumped into each other at 
the Hans Christian Andersen skatepark 
in Solvang. So random! So fun! The first 
photo is Oceanside and the second two are 
Solvang.

Liz’s favorite park is Channel Street, a DIY 
park under the 110 freeway in San Pedro.

LIZ
Alex Road Skatepark, California (December)
Christian Andersen Skatepark, California (January)
Canon AE-1

Liz's favorite thing about skating:
“Eating shit and then landing it.”

Liz believes that more and more women 
are coming out to the parks.  “I’m seeing a 
lot more females now, especially with roller 
skating.”

In her experience, to get on well at the park, 
women have to first be accepted by the 
guys. And all it took for her to get in with the 
crowd was really trying to skate. And as she 
says, “Nothing is really hard, except trying.  
And that’s what you’re here to do.”





Sonia says:
My favourite place to skate is anywhere 
where the people are friendly and there is a 
good vibe.  And a good flow-bowl doesn't 
hurt.

I started skating because my family was 
really into it, so instead of just watching, 
I joined in.  It is a great activity to do as a 
family because everyone can be doing their 
own thing, but we are still together.

My advice to girls and women starting out 
is to remember you have the right to be at 
the park, just like everyone else.  And to find 
your people, whatever gender.

SONIA AND
ANNIKA
Alex Road Skatepark, California (December)
Canon AE-1

I think the industry has kept women out of 
skating with the ‘macho chauvinistic’ attitude 
and marketing.  At times, it is uncomfortable 
to be at the park because I am the only 
female. For example, my husband is always 
being approached by people at the park 
to chat, but I am often ignored.  It sounds 
like I am whining, but I am not; it is a weird 
phenomenon

Woman and our allies can improve the culture 
by being friendly and welcoming.  A simple 
greeting can go a long way!



HAILEE
Alex Road Skatepark, California (December)
Canon AE-1

Hailee says:
My favorite place to skate is the local (and 
only) skate park in Durango, Colorado.

I like skating because it's challenging and 
makes you push yourself, literally. Falling 
hurts but it definitely makes you grow as 
a person. My family always skated around 
me when I was little, so in the past year or 
so I figured it was time to follow in family 
footsteps and finally get a board.

It's important for girls to get out and 
skate and remember that the only person 
judging you at the skatepark is yourself. 
It's intimidating to go out and try to teach 
yourself, especially as a girl in a 
male-dominated sport, but most everyone 
at the skate park is trying just trying to have 
fun and get better, too. That’s what I wish I 
would have known earlier instead of being 
too scared to even try to skate.

Having chick friends that skate is huge to 
help motivate girls to skate. At least it is for 
me.



JESSICA
Alex Road Skatepark, California (December)
Canon AE-1

December 30th was a busy day at Alex 
Road. I skated for maybe three hours, and 
there were so many other women skating 
that I didn't get interviews with everyone. 
Jessica and I had an inspiring ollie-practice 
session, but we didn’t do an interview. But 
we had fun, and that’s important, too.





Dana says:
Skating is great because I can skate with 
friends and just have a good time with 
everyone, or I can even just skate by myself. 
Alex Road Skatepark (we call it Prince), 
is my favorite place to skate. Learning 
consistency is challenging. That, and 
getting up from a hard fall sometimes.

I started skating because everyone in 
Tanglewood had a real skateboard, and I 
was riding a tiny cruiser. I always had the 
balance, and the second I ollied, I knew that 
skating was something I had deeply fallen in 
love with.

When I was starting out, it would have been 
nice to know not to be embarrassed to fall. 
Falling is a part of skating.

For folks just starting out, I would say just 
go skating with the mindset of “everyone 
starts somewhere.” And another thing is, 
if you know you love the sport, don't let 
anyone change that. Lastly, just know that 
no one is judging your skating. That means 
you don't need to be afraid to be the only 
girl at the park.

I think some females have the thought of 
looking "misplaced" on a skateboard.

We can help there be more women 
skaters through teaching, showing, and 
talking about skating. We also need more 
organizations like Exposure, Skate Rising, 
and Super Girl Pro, to help spread the word.

Males can help by helping a skater out, and 
hype up the girls at the skatepark.

DANA
Alex Road Skatepark, California (December)
Canon AE-1



What are your favorite parks?
“Here and Carlsbad park. It’s fun trying to 
get good at stuff. I was in cheer for six years. 
I was a flier. I feel like that really helped me 
with my skating.”

How did you get started?
“A boyfriend. He gave me a board. He 
brought me here and he helps me.”

Hard thing about skating?
“Ollies. Ollies and other tricks. Just trying to 
learn things is hard!”

EMMA
Alex Road Skatepark, California (December)
Canon AE-1

Advice for beginners?
“You just gotta get out here. It will get less 
awkward.”

Why are there so few female skaters?
“Girls are scared to skate. They don’t want 
to try. They get here and then don’t want 
to try. Girls who do skate encourage other 
people. It’s so fun to learn new things!”

What can guys do?
“Be more encouraging and supportive. And 
maybe not stare.”



I skate fairly regularly with Francis’s dad, a 
vert skater who is capable of manipulating 
his body and the skateboard with a 
90s style that kids these days can only 
dream of achieving. Francis grew up with 
skateboarding around, and doesn’t seem 
constrained by a need to impress anyone. 
It’s always a pleasure when she joins us for 
a session.

What is your favorite park?
“Khunamokwst Park on Alberta Street.”

Why aren’t there more girl skaters?
“They’re scared of being judged. Or they 
think it’s a boy thing.”

How can guys help this problem?
“Not judge. Be encouraging. One time a 
teenaged boy said I couldn’t skate because 
I’m a girl. So I just skated. It made me want 
to skate more.”

What is a hard thing about skating?
“When you start and you don’t know stuff... 
When you’re scared.”

What is your favorite thing?
“Freedom. The air blows in your face and 
you don’t feel so tight.”

FRANCIS
Alex Road Skatepark, California (December)
Disposable camera





Kayla says:
My favorite place to skate is the Newberg 
Skatepark.

My favorite thing about skating is fact that 
you are literally manipulating a piece of 
wood with your body to do crazy things! 
Every skater brings their own unique style 
and always has something to add.

The hardest thing about skating is the 
mental blocks! So many times I find my fear 
of falling or messing up prevents me from 
trying new things. Skating is such a mental 
battle, but it’s great in teaching you how to 
work past the mental blocks. Sometimes 
you have to not think and just go for it.

I don’t even remember why I started 
skating. I picked up skating when I was 
super young. It was just something I saw 
and immediately wanted to do. I continued 
to skate because it is something that
continues to challenge me, and there is 
always something new to learn or to try. I 
love a challenge.

KAYLA
WJ Skatepark, Eugene (January)
1940s Kodak Baby Brownie Special, 127 Film

My advice for women and girls who are just 
starting out is to go for it! Get comfortable 
with the board, and then spend time with 
people who are better than you and who 
are willing to help you out. There is no 
reason you can’t be just as good as the guys 
skating.

Men and boys, you could work to improve 
gender equality in the skate scene by 
encouraging any girl you see skating. 
Just by being supportive of them, it will 
be encouraging and help them want to 
continue skating. Also give advice, I love to 
hear tips and tricks on how I can get better.

(A note from Amelia: It’s always a good idea 
to start by asking if the person would like 
a tip or some advice. Advice that comes 
out of the blue risks sounding patronizing, 
mansplainy or critical, which is not your 
goal. Often folks will want to hear the advice 
offered. But sometimes folks just want to 
figure it out themselves.)





Sandy says:
I started skating about 20 years ago. It’s 
weird saying that know that I think of it... 
I was eight, and I would always watch the 
neighbor kids across the street rolling 
around. My older sister started skating
with them. It was love at first sight! 
That year my dad surprised me with a 
Bart Simpson complete from Costco for 
Christmas. That’s how it started.

Skating is always going to put a smile on 
my face. Even if I have a broken arm, or a 
broken heart. Skating has been with me 
through thick and thin.

SANDY
Tron Skatepark, Beaverton (March)
Disposable Camera

My life has been immensely impacted by 
skating. Skating made me who I am today. 
I was a very shy kid growing up. I kept 
to myself. Skating was not only a stress 
reliever throughout those years but it
also has helped me come out of my shell. 
I’ve met awesome, rad people from around 
the world, some of whom became my 
best friends. Skating is like a giant family. I 
wouldn't know what I'd be doing without it.





Jocelyn lives in St Johns and skates Pier 
regularly.

We’ve been skating together for years now, 
and we always manage to inspire each other 
to try new things. If you see her out and 
about, give her a high five. She’s a
rad lady.

JOCELYN
Pier Park, Portland (April)
Disposable Camera



Find me at:
@smash_the_skatriarchy
smashtheskatriarchy.com

Check out Jessie’s design work at
@dat_potatoboi
alcarazdesign.com


