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This zine contains photos and interviews 
with nearly all the women, girls, and non-
binary folks I skated during the fall and early 
winter of 2017.

The skate scene has made enormous 
improvements in terms of gender equity 
over the past few decades.  This project is 
about honoring that progress, but it’s also 
about the sexism that is still pervasive.  It’s 
still male-dominated, and it still feels lonely 
to regularly be surrounded by men and boys 
when I go skating.

The scientific method begins with 
observation.  I’d observed years of looking 
out at the skatepark and rarely seeing other 
women.  Next, a hypothesis is created.  At 
the start of this project, I was convinced 
that I basically only ever skate with men 
and boys.  I’d thought that my conclusion 
would be a collection of every non-male I’d 
skated with for an entire year, and that this 
collection would be so comically small that 
I could have a show with all the photos on 
one wall surrounded by empty frames.

But I was getting ahead of myself.  Research 
comes between hypothesis and conclusion.  
I collected data for one year, and ultimately 
disproved my hypothesis!  Instead of just 
one skinny zine, as I’d predicted, I ended up 
talking to enough women and girls that I had 
to create a whole series of zines!

It was a big, amazing, fulfilling, and super 
challenging project, and I am really grateful 
to every single person who made the choice 
to add their voice and their inspiration to this 
collection.

During the fall of skating that is covered 
in this volume, I was able to do a bit of 
traveling.  I skated under a freeway in Boise, 
along the Wein river to a park in a suburb of 
Vienna, in an excavated pool outside of Palm 
Springs, and at lots of beautiful parks up 
and down the California coast.  Skating new 
parks and meeting new people is the best.

This fall brought with it exciting 
developments for my camera hoarding.  My 
Canon got a new/old fisheye lens, which 
excites both the skate-photographer in me 
as well as my inner ‘90s kid.  Remember 
when everything cool was shot through a 
fisheye?  ‘Cause I do.

A Stereo Realist camera also joined the 
camera pile.  This 1950s-era camera takes 
two simultaneous shots spaced eye-
distance apart.  The two photos can be 
combined in multiple ways to make one 
image in three dimensions.  There are 
viewing directions on Jackie’s page.  It won’t 
work for everyone, but I hope it works for 
you.

I hope you enjoy what these lovely folks 
have to say.  We may all be united by not 
being dudes, but we are all unique with our 
own stories and our own ideas.  I hope you 
find something new in their words.

Welcome to Volume 
4 of Skating with 
Shes and Hers.



Canon AE-1
Olympus Pen FT
Stereo Realist
Leica Z2X
Ilford Disposable HP5 Plus

All the black and white photos were shot on 
Ilford HP5+ film, which I develop at home 
in my bathroom sink.  I love the hands-
on aspect of rolling my own bulk film and 
following the process all the way through 
to either printing favorite shots in my 
basement darkroom or, when I need digital 
copies, scanning any negatives.  

• This lasted from Spring Break 2017 to 
Spring Break 2018 

• It had to be every time I skated, not just 
when I felt like talking to strangers 

• Photos were all taken on film, meaning I 
had to remember to carry a camera with me 
for every skate session 

• The person must have stood on their 
skateboard while it was in motion at some 
point during my skate session, and they 
must have been willing to be included in the 
project 

• Some non-skating folks (those on roller 
skates, blades, scooters, etc) were included 
if I felt like it and if they were there to use 
the skatepark like a skatepark 

• Interview notes were taken with pen 
and paper and occasionally supplied later 
through e-mail.  I tried my best to keep folks’ 
statements in their own words, and edited 
only for readability.





Jackie skates hard and graceful, and always 
inspires and encourages me to push myself, 
to try new stuff, and to have fun.  We skated 
together a few times.  I also took a photo 
of her by the creek that meanders behind 
her house.  It turned out so good that I 
wanted to break with tradition and include it 
even though it isn’t from the skate session.  
We are all people who skate, and we are 
also people who take walks in the woods 
sometimes too.

What music do you listen to 
while you’re skating?
“The last few times it’s been Milo.  I’ve also 
listened to, like, Rage Against the Machine.  
Milo isn’t like that.  Sometimes I like to tap 
into agro, but Milo is more creative feels.”

What do you wish you knew when you 
were beginning?
“Skating doesn’t have to be based around 
peer pressure.  I can just do it for myself and 
I can skate just for my own desires. 
The one thing that’s always true is that you 
need to train your weakness. 
There are no rules!  Grab your board 
however you want!  Push however you want!  
The word ‘mongo’ is actually ableist as well 
as racist, if you think about it.”  (Its origin is 
the word “mongoloid,” an obviously racist 
slur that was used for people with Down’s 
Syndrome.  That’s not cool.)

JACKIE
Pier Park, Oregon (September)
Stereo Realist camera

What can skaters can do to make the 
scene more accepting?
“Be welcoming in a respectful way.  More 
than just a head nod.  Make an effort; make 
space for us.”

Any last thoughts?
“Try stuff you don’t see anyone else doing.  
If anyone gives you shit, do a mall grab and 
smack them in the face with your board!”

Jackie’s Top Ten Skateparks 
Burnside: best diy, most punk
West Linn: best combinations of potential 
lines
W J Skatepark in Eugene: coolest slick crazy 
park...
Pier Park: best trifecta of different sized 
bowls (S, M, L)
Battleground: nice transitions between 
different areas of one of the biggest parks 
around
Vancouver (Pacific Community Park): best 
big bowl 6’-9’
Newberg: best street-ish and bowl combo
Glenhaven: best pool
Donald: also best pool
Gabriel: most flowy chill park



To see these parallel-view images in 3D, gaze past 
the page and let your eyes relax into double vision.  
As the images begin to double and overlap, align 
the middle two circles above the photo so that you 
see three circles instead of four.  Now look down at 
the photo.  It is an overlap of the two photos, which 

were originally shot at the same distance apart as 
our eyes, and thus now appears in three dimensions.  
Do you remember Magic Eye books?  Perhaps as 
featured in Mall Rats?  (“Wow!  It’s a schooner!”)  
Viewing these photos is the same process as that. 







Favorite place to skate:
“Anywhere with a bowl to carve or ramp 
to drop in on. Usually I skate Pier Park 
and Glenhaven, but love to explore Pacific 
Northwest parks.  There are so many!  
Empty parking lots are great, too.”

What I wish I knew starting out:
“That this thing would be whispering in my 
ear through all of my classes, all of my work 
shifts, during many conversations, pretty 
much forever; it says ‘skate, skate, leave 
and go skate!’ Also it’s very cool to be a 
beginner.”

How I got into skating: 
“When I was 10, my older brother and his 
friends would skate in the street by our 
house.  At 13, I saw skaters in southern 
California skating a bowl; I was in total awe.  
At 16, my hometown in Colorado built a little 
park.  I went to the mega-super mart to find 
a $7 board... I managed to talk the store 
clerk down to $5.  When I first showed up to 
the skatepark, a girl skating made fun of my 
crappy board.  So I skated that park at night 
until I had enough confidence to show up in 
daylight.  Eventually I would skate this park 
religiously all day long.”

What can we do to make skating better 
for everyone:
“Give yourself permission to start skating; 
no need to wait for it.  Don't make 
assumptions about individuals.  Educate 

EMILY
Pier Park, Oregon (September)
Canon AE-1

our brains so we can start to deconstruct 
all the BS we've been conditioned to think.  
Say hello to each other.  Look each other 
in the eye.  Stop calling people fags.  If 
hate is spray painted on the park cement, 
find some paint and cover it up.  Check our 
privileges.  Check our unconscious biases.  
Don't comment on how her ass sticks out 
when she rides.  Call 911 if that kid you don't 
know falls off their board and gets knocked 
out for several minutes-- that shit can kill 
someone.  Ask/tell pronouns.  Pet a cat.  If 
someone is being a total jerk, show some 
leadership and say ‘knock it off, it’s not ok 
to say/do that homophobic thing, or racist 
thing, or misogynous thing.’  Trash goes in 
the trashcan not in the park; trashing our 
own spaces sucks.  Lend your extra board 
to someone who doesn't have one.  Check 
out new parks with new folks (pitch some 
gas money if you can).  Stop the passerby 
from stealing that younger skater’s bag 
(props to folks at Glenhaven for making that 
stand).  Give some fist bumps, high fives, 
bang our boards; it says ‘I see you.’

“Life is often tough; skating is one outlet 
where freedom, self love, community, sense 
of purpose (if only for minutes) can exist.  
We need to do our best to not be jerks.”



Maddie says:
“My favorite thing about skating is the 
opportunity it gives you to connect with a 
variety of different people from different 
places.  The hardest thing about skating is 
the ground. 

“My advice for girls/women who are just 
starting out is to remember that it's always 
about fun, and don't let anyone convince 
you that it's about anything else.

“What men and boys can do to improve 
gender equality in the skate scene is to treat 
girl skaters the same way as you would 
any other skater. Don't be nicer, don't be 
meaner, just treat them the same as any 
skater.”

MADDIE
Pier Park, Oregon (August)
Olympus Pen FT







Aspen had been skating for just a few 
months.  She used to longboard and was 
really into bombing hills and going long 
distances.

Favorite thing about skating:
“It clears my mind and challenges me do so 
much more.  I just learned how to ollie.”

Why do you think there are not more 
women who skate?
“I used to have a board from when I was 
a little kid. When I'd go to the park, boys 
would tell me that girls shouldn't skate. That 
was hard. I didn't keep skating.”

Do you have any female friends who 
skate?
“Well, there are only six girls in Boise who 
skate.”

Tell me about your injuries
“In the last few months, I've gotten three 
concussions, a swell-bow, and a frozen 
eyebrow.  One time my wheel froze and I 
had my glasses on and smacked my face.  I 
lost a point of blood.”

Advice for beginners
“When you get to the point when you just 
don't want to do it anymore, just keep going.  
That's when you make it through.  It's worth 
it.  Like Tony said: ten thousand hours.”

ASPEN
Rhodes Skatepark, Idaho (September)
Leica Z2X - Shot on expired color film from a yard sale 
in Öland, Sweden



Do you ever get to skate with other 
ladies?
“Friday nights at Kliner park.  My friend, 
Savannah, skates then. Otherwise not very 
often.  Not at skate parks.  Sometimes my 
dad will pull together good friends and we 
will go to other parks, then sometimes I see 
girls skating. People think skating is a boy 
thing.  Guys do this.  Not girls.  It's not girly. 
I don't know if its harder to be a girl.  Not 
many people around me seem to care that 
I'm a girl. There are boys that skate that I'm 
friends with. Like Derek. We used to be best 
friends.  Now he just teases me.”

Advice for beginners:
“When you are at a park, look around you.  
Look at where people are, and at where 
they're going to be in a few seconds.”

Favorite thing about skating:
“You get to try to do things. You're always 
working on something.  It feels so happy 
when you get it.  Like you've accomplished 
something!”

INDIA, 12YR
Rhodes Skatepark, Idaho (September)
Leica Z2X, expired color film from Sweden



INDIA’S LITTLE
SISTER
Rhodes Skatepark, Idaho (September)
Leica Z2X, expired color film from Sweden

This little ripper was a bit too shy for an 
interview.  But she did tell me that she loves 
skating and that she loves her skateboard.  
She even did her own custom griptape
paint job!



A visitor from Seattle. 

She took off before we exchanged info so 
what you see is about all I know about her. 
Look at that height of that wall ride!!

MYSTERY
WOMAN
Pier Park, Oregon (September)
Ilford Disposable Camera



Jenny is a hilarious cartoonist and fierce 
individualist.  Look for her work in the 
Mercury and other places under the name 
oniongrl.

On the day of this photo, the sun was fading, 
and no one wanted to spend a lucky, clear 
December day doing an interview when we 
could be skating instead.  I was thankful 
that at least we took the time to get some 
shots of her epic grip tape paint job!

JENNY
Pier Park, Oregon (October)
Canon AE-1



Tucked away in a suburb of Vienna is a 
large, strange, colorful park with a small 
street section, one flow bowl, and one 
absolutely giant bowl with stairs that rise 
all the way from the bottom to top.  With 
walls four meters high, those were not stairs 
I tried to ride over!  I skated this park four 
times as well as hours of street cruising in 
Vienna while there on a short trip to Austria.  
Lena was the only woman I saw on a board.

Lena started skating as an adult at 
Huttledorf.  She started with transition, 
and is now working on learning street.  She 
skates alone.  Skating has become a really 
important part of her life. “I think I’m a little 
bit of an addict.  It’s really creative.  I love to 
do it.  Everyone has their own style.  That’s 
really interesting.  You can do it anywhere.  
Everyone, doesn’t matter how old or where 
you’re from.  I like to be out.  I don’t like to 
be in a room.  I’m so happy when I learn a 
new trick.  So proud.  I do it just for me.”

Advice for beginner women and girls: 
“Sometimes it’s not so easy.  You should be 
strong when you go and it’s only boys.  It’s 
good when you do it.  It makes you stronger.  
It’s hard going.  If you really love it, go and 
do it.  If it helps, bring a friend.”

LENA
Huttledorf, Austria (October)
Canon AE-1



Devon began skating quite recently.  You 
may remember her from previous issues.  
Check out her progress! From successfully 
riding down the little banks at Pier in the 
spring, to this rock to fakie in the fall. So 
cool.

DEVON
Pier Park, Oregon (September)
Ilford Disposable Camera





Pascal has been skating for one year. I 
remember when she was just learning to 
stand on the board, and now she can drop 
in! She told me that she was inspired to 
skate after seeing Mark Conahan doing 
inverts in the big bowl. She turned to her 
mother and said, "that's what I want to do." 
Baby steps. Today, dropping in; tomorrow, 
who knows?

PASCAL
Pier Park, Oregon (October)
Canon AE-1





Ale and Alyssa and I overlapped a few 
times this year.  It’s so nice to see familiar 
lady faces at the park!  The vast majority of 
the women I skate with, I only see once.  I 
attribute that to there being so many parks 
in Portland, and oh so few female skaters 
compared to the vast hordes of males.

They have both made so many gains with 
their skating since we skated together last 
spring.  They capture a perfect balance 
between fierce and fun.  We sure were 
lucky with some hot October days.  With so 
few places to skate once the rain comes to 
Portland, we suck the marrow out of late fall 
days.

ALE AND ALYSSA
Pier Park, Oregon (October)
Canon AE-1





As a kid, as a teenager, as a young adult, 
I’d always wanted to skateboard.  But there 
were so many barriers.  It took until I was 
almost 30 before I was brave enough to 
enter the exciting, joyful, challenging, male-
dominated world of skateboarding.

Childhood is a great time to be a beginner, 
but when I was a kid, I lived in the woods.  
There was no pavement to skate on.  I 
moved to town for high school, but I was 
an insecure teenage girl and it was just too 
much to try to break into skating.  Everyone 
else seemed to already know how to skate, 
and they were all guys.  There was no place 
for me.  For fifteen years, I put my dream of 
skating up on the shelf.

Finally, at 29 years old, I decided it was time.  
I realized that the longer I waited to learn, 
the less time I’d have to skate.  I’d gotten 
good at being my own role model by then 
and I didn’t care what people thought.  Or 
rather, I did care, but I knew that part of 
growing older with grace is maintaining the 
capacity to be a beginner.

Another thing that helped is that I had 
a buddy to learn with.  My husband had 
also never skated, so we set out learning 
together.  We went downtown to Cal Skate 
and got ourselves some cruisers with big 
squishy wheels, and some protective gear.  
Every evening, we’d go to the playground 
near our house, pad up, and start learning to 
push around.  I finally started skating!  

I wear pads and I wear a helmet, because I 
like skating and I want to do as much of it as 
I can.  I want to skate every day, and I want to 
skate for years to come.  My pads protect me 
when I fall, so I rarely have to stop a session 
short or take time off due to injury.  I like my 
brain, and I want keep it safe and injury-free.  I 
buy good helmets, because my brain is worth 
it.  I wish more people skated with protection.  
I see too many beginners get hurt and give 
up on skating entirely rather than risk looking 
“uncool.”  Isn’t that ironic?

It’s taken a while, but now I can skate any 
bowl anywhere and have a good time.  My 
street skills are a little lacking, but I can surf 
transition to my heart’s content.  It’s like a 
rollercoaster, but better because I’m in charge!  
I’m so thankful for all the fun, the friends, and 
the opportunities for growth and humility that 
skateboarding has given me.

Skating isn’t for everyone, and that’s okay. But 
I know that there are loads of folks out there 
just like me who want to skate but feel like 
they can’t or that they won’t be welcome. My 
hope with this zine, and with the skate club I 
run at the high school where I work, is to be 
part of building a better, more inclusive skate 
scene. Folks who want to skate, should. And 
if you’re a person who wants to learn how to 
skate, get in touch with me! I want to help you 
get started! If you’re new to skating parks, hit 
me up and we can session together! If you are 
a skateboarding appreciator and don’t actually 
want to ride a board, that’s cool, too. Let’s all 
just, for fucks sake, be better to each other 
and be better to ourselves.

AMELIA
Pier Park, Oregon (Halloween)
This photo is by Per Bjesse
Hasselbald SWC,



These are more parallel-view 3D images.  
For directions on how to see them, check 
out the directions that go with Jackie’s 
photos.

What are your favorite place to skate?
“Girdwood Skatepark in Anchorage. No 
indoor parks in Anchorage.  In Washington, 
Marginal Way. It's also the scariest. I've hit 
my head there a few times. That's the only 
place I've hit my head.”

How did you get into skating?
“I was 12. My parents got me a Tony Hawk 
Birdhouse board. In my first year of college 
I got hella dumped and said, ‘I dont need 
boys! I'm just going to skate!’ So I just went 
by myself. No girls wanted to go with me.”

BRENDA IN 3D
Pier Park, Oregon (November)
Stereorealist camera

What advice do you have for beginners?
“Falling is sick! Don't be scared to fucking 
fall”

What can women do to help make the 
scene less male-dominated?
“When girls come to the skatepark, don't 
just stare at them and see if they're better 
than you. Go up and say hey. Every girl is 
different. Just like people are different. So 
just do your thing.

“Girls are brought up to try to be better than 
other people. But really we all have our own 
thing.  Know that people are going to be 
better than you at some things, and you'll be 
better at other things. You will make each 
other better.”







“Clatskanie is my favorite park because of 
the lights.   My favorite thing about skating 
is when you finally do a trick!  The hard 
thing about skating is…skating.”

Advice for beginners:
“Just do it. I feel like no one ever wants to go 
to a park.  Just go. Do it!”

Why are there less women in skating?
“Because of all the obvious reasons, I guess.  
The patriarchy. It wasn’t accessible when 
we were 13.  Now it’s better. The internet 
has helped that.”

How men and boys can help with this 
problem:
“Just be nice. Not hitting on women at the 
skatepark.  Don’t be creepy.  Just be normal.  
I feel privileged because I get to go skating 
with friends.  Going alone is still hard.”

CLARE
Pier Park, Oregon (December)
Canon AE-1





Rebecca says:
“I like that skating is a safe, responsible way 
to deal with my adrenaline junkie innate 
nature.

“What I know now that I didn’t use to is how 
easy it is to get rusty!

“I’ve been through so many phases of 
starting out again.  I used to think that 
I really had to go hard and be willing to 
get hurt to be a skater.  I quit a few times 
because I thought I had to go hard or not at 
all. Now I’m mellow and can have fun.  Now 
I feel like I can really skate.”

Advice for men and boys:
“Treat like an equals.  Applaud me, try to 
challenge me. There’s sometimes an energy 
like you’re something ‘other,’ like an object.”

REBECCA
Pier Park, Oregon (December)
Canon AE-1

One thing it sucks to hear while skating: 
“Guys saying ‘Whoa! You’re even better 
than me!’”

Men and boys say this all the time.  They 
mean it as a compliment, but it’s rooted in 
them feeling like they are entitled to being 
better at skating than a woman.  It’s the 
worst compliment, and when I hear it, it 
reminds me of where I stand with them.  It 
would be nice if we didn’t have to be the 
ones to respond, to explain to them why 
it’s a hurtful thing to say.  It would be nice 
if guys piped up and helped their peers 
understand why this attitude sucks.



Write me at
abpuffin@gmail.com

Check out Jessie’s design work at
alcarazdesign.com

These photos and more can be found on
Instagram at #skatingwithshesandhers

WANT MORE?


