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For one year, each time I skated, I attempted to interview and photograph every 
single girl, woman, and other non-binary person who shared the session with me. 
The photos were all taken on film using a wide range of analogue cameras. Over 
time, these stories and images have been published in this zine series. Right now 
you are holding the final volume. 

During my year of documentation, I skated with 86 folks who use she and her 
pronouns, and one person who uses they and them. There are two things of 
importnace here. 87 non-cis-male skaters is a whole lot more than I’d thought I’d 
skate with in a year. If you put all these people in the same place at the same time, 
we would make quite a crowd. But these people were never ever all in the same 
place at the same time. These people were diluted by hundreds and hundreds of cis 
skater dudes, and . This is both a lot of people, and also not very many people at all. 
Things may be better. There may be more of us skating. But we are still an extreme 
minority among the dudes.

It’s clear that there are significant barriers impeding women and LGBTQ folks from 
joining in the fun of skateboarding. The responsibility to fix this lies with us all. We 
are in this together, dudes and non-dudes alike.

Let’s smash the skatriarchy!

Abbie at Pier Park





Karlie



Battleground, Washington
Canon AE-1

Karlie’s favorite park is Battleground. 
Though we both live in Portland, we’ve 
never skated together in our home city. 
We have, however, bumped into each 
other in Bingen, Washington, and at the 
covered park in Clatskanie, Oregon, as 
well as this session in Battleground

What do you love about skating
Skating is just fun. Throughout high 
school I’d see people skating, but it never 
crossed my mind that I, as a girl, could 
do it. My friend, Josh, started teaching 
me two summers ago. He’s a teacher 
at Woodward Skate Camp. I got to go 
with him for a week. If I got up super 
early, I could skate by myself. The littlest 
amount of progress feels so good. I use 
my cruiser for commuting so I’m on my 
board more than if I only skated parks.

What’s hard about skating?
Being a girl. When I get to the park, I feel 
like everyone’s watching me even though 
I know they’re doing their own thing.

What’s your advice for beginners?
Get out there and do it! Don’t care what 
other people may think. You are just as 
capable.

Guys can help by being encouraging to 
any girls at the park. No matter what 
level, no matter what they’re doing.



Melissa



Her own backyard
Canon AE-1

Melissa says:
I was horrible at soccer, and hearing all of the girls talk about how 
bad I was didn’t help. I needed to have something I could do on my 
own without having to worry about letting the team down. Skating’s 
great in that way. If I feel like rising to a challenge and committing 
to a trick, I can go for it. If I don’t feel up for a challenge that day, 
I can pass.

Don’t let anyone, especially men and boys, tell you that you can’t 
skate, or that you can’t get as good as them because your a girl. 
They are worried you are going to get better than them, and they’re 
trying to keep you down.

I was not welcomed into the world of skating by my male peers. 
They teased me, bullied me, and even stole my first skateboard 
from me. It was incredibly hard for me to gain entry and to be treat-
ed with respect. The skateboarding industry also is horribly sexist 
and sees women skaters as either something cute (not to be taken 
seriously) and/or just for sex appeal. Even jobs in the skate industry 
are held by men. For example, imagine the resistance you’d get 
trying to become a skateboard team manager as a women, or a 
photographer.

We women need to keep pushing back and fighting to be treated 
with respect. Support skate companies and skaters that have re-
spect for women and are supporting women. Buy female pro mod-
els and products. Support other women and girl skaters. Men can 
help by doing all that, and also by calling out bullying and bullshit 
when they see it. They can support each other to behave better.



Melissa’s backyard
Canon AE-1

Skating Melissa’s backyard is such a treat. This time, the session was full of shredding 
ladies. Skating is so much about courage and fear and striving for that next level up. 
Alyssa is great skate with because she’s always trying, always pushing. Here she is 
demonstrating her axle stalls.

Alyssa





Sasha Says:

My favorite place to skate is backyards. No kids. 
No kooks. No scooters. No weird vibes. Backyards 
and also Burnside.

Skateboarding is perfect for people who are simul-
taneously just bad enough and just good enough 
at socializing. You can be in a group setting with-
out any pressure to interact verbally but still be 
very much involved. It’s a really dope feeling most 
normal people never get to experience.

The hardest part about skating is recovering from 
injuries. And/or NOT recovering from injuries.

If you’re just starting out, keep in mind that no 
one cares if you rip. If you keep a smile on your 
face and have as much fun as possible, the right 
people will find you. When that happens, you will 
skateboard forever.

I think young girls don’t skate because young boys 
are too competitive. Also because those boys’ 
parents let them take 10 minute runs every oth-
er turn. Girls wait. And if we wait too long, it’s 
too late ‘cause we’re getting boobs and acne and 
insecure. So girls, start when you’re 9, or start 
when you’re 25, just start.

Melissa’s backyard
Canon AE-1

Sasha



“
I think all boys should be girls and all girls should be boys so no one 
thinks they know what or who anyone is anymore.  I mean, that’s what 
I did, and it turned out okay.
I also I think the internet should go away.”



 Jacki

Melissa’s backyard
Canon AE-1

Whatever your local 
skatepark is, what-
ever is closest to 
your house, you need 
to treat that like a 
precious commodi-
ty. Don’t litter there, 
take care of it, don’t 
let negative behavior 
go on there. If it isn’t 
taken care of, they 
won’t want to build you 
more, or add on. Just 
take care of it.



Ashley

I’ve not skated with 
Jackie again, but from 

time to time, Ashley 
and I end up in the 
same place at the 

same time.



Christie



Pier Park
Canon AE-1

Why did you start skating?
I knew how to ride a longboard, and we had a skateboard lying around at the gym 
where I work. I started playing around with it trying to learn a trick… and I was 
sweating before I knew it. I didn’t want to stop. It had been so long since I had 
that feeling of wanting to keep at something. I was in a place where nearly any 
physical activity gave me anxiety and reminded me of the days when my eating 
disorder was at its worst. So skating was a break from that.

What do you know now that would have been helpful to know when you were just 
starting out?
There’s no shame in taking it real slow. Feeling comfortable on the board takes 
time and there’s no need to rush into trying new things.

One hard thing about skating?
Some days feel off. And sometimes it’s hard to keep going when I skate alone.

What advice do you have for women/girls who are just starting out?
Honestly just showing up is a victory. Any time on the board is helpful, and even 
if you skate for five minutes, that’s worth while. It can be scary approaching a 
park when you’re new and you don’t know anyone. So it’s a huge win just getting 
there.

Why do you think there aren’t more women and girls skating?
It’s scary getting in to it!!  It’s kinda hard to get a sense of how fun it is from 
afar. But being a beginner is so fun! I hope we can get the word out that you 
don’t have to be an experienced skater to enjoy it!



Abbie



Pier Park
Canon AE-1

Favorite park?
Pier.

I love the scenery and the 
people. I live nearby, too, on 

Hayden Island.

Favorite thing about 
skating?

The mental exercise, and 
the fulfillment you get from 

progressing.

Hard thing?
Coming into the realization 

that you’re not invincible.

Why do you think there so 
few female skaters? 

It’s rough. I’m not going 
to label girls as delicate, 
but maybe they look at it 
and see it as rough. It’s 
historically been a guy’s 

sport, too. It’s gotten 
better, but it’s still, what, 

2% female?”

“
Guys should be supportive, see eye to eye, see where you are at and be 
supportive of us where we are at. I skate with guys who see eye to eye 
and engage with me as an equal.”



Pier Park
Canon AE-1

This was Mila’s first time at a skatepark. 
She’d only ever skated indoors before, with 
a YMCA class. She was excited to take her 
pushing skills outdoors. Her dad was won-
derful and helpful. I hope she sticks with it.

Mila



This was Mila’s first time at a skatepark. She’d only ever skated indoors before, with a 
YMCA class. She was excited to take her pushing skills outdoors. Her dad was wonderful 
and helpful. I hope she sticks with it.

How is it coming here compared to skating with YMCA?
I like it here. There’s more people.”

What’s your favorite thing about skating so far?
It’s fun and there’s lots of tricks to learn!

When I told classmates that I skated, they were like, “whaaaaat?” The boys were less 
surprised than the girls. There’s not that many girls that skate, but I like skating. Girls 
think it’s just for boys because they only see boys skate. They think, “It’s all boys, so why 
would I skate?” To make girls feel like skating, I could skate a lot and then they’d see 
me!



Why do you think skateboarding has so much gender disparity?
Culturally, I don’t think it comes up for women to skate. My son wanted to skate because his 
male peers wanted to skate. Also, I’d thought of skaters as a little rough. I might not have 
thought to bring my 7-year-old daughter here. But now that I’m here, everyone is really kind 
and welcoming.

One thing Olivia does not like is getting talked down to by men at shops. I can relate to this. 
Just because we are women, don’t assume we don’t know something. Just because we have 
a question about one thing, don’t assume we don’t know lots of stuff about other things. Treat 
us like you would another man, and it’ll all be good. This happens to her a lot when she shops 
for backpacking gear. She is a long distance backpacker, another male-dominated sport, 
and is currently hiking the Appalachian trail. I was a bike racer for years, and remember the 
anxiety I’d feel before going to a shop to buy something for my track bike. Though it wouldn’t 
happen every time, the incidences of mansplaining, condescension, and patronizing behavior 
were frequent enough to leave me on edge. When I was a beginner skater, I avoided with this 
by doing most my purchases online. I’d rather support brick and mortar shops, which is what 
I do now, but until the culture changes, until we get more inclusive places to shop in person, 
my guess is lots of other women will also turn to the internet for their purchases.

Pier Park
Canon AE-1

This is Olivia’s second day on a board. Her 
son, for his birthday, wished for her to learn 
to skate so they could skate together.

Olivia Says:
I believe that you’ve gotta do new things 
or you become boring. I had thought about 
wanting to skate, but I didn’t do it. Then I 
missed the window when people were try-
ing new, risky sports. But I’m doing it now. 
I’m looking forward to going fast and to 
feeling like I’m flying!

Olivia



Pier Park
Canon AE-1

Shade
Shade dropped in to the small bowl. It wasn’t her 
first drop-in. But it had been a while. She psyched 
herself up for a while, then dropped in with ease. This 
is her proud smirk of success.



Ariana & Jackie



Ariana, on the left

What’s your favorite park?
Gabe. Gabriel. I like the people. It’s fun.

What’s your favorite thing about skating?
The progression. Learning new things, going 
new places. Everything I do is for myself. 
It’s a form of self love.

What’s hard about skating?
Getting over the initial fear to start. I felt 
intimidated because it’s a male-dominated 
sport. But the men are all really nice.

Jackie, on the right

I love that the amount of time you put into 
skating is a direct reflection of what you 
get out of it. Flowing in a bowl frontside is 
probably my favorite part (right now).

It’s still a male-dominant sport, so I feel 
that women and girls get intimidated, or are 
scared to get hurt.  But that’s just part of 
the whole process of learning how to skate. 

Women: skate because you want to, and 
support women & girls you see at the 
skatepark. It’s an awesome community but 
we still need to ‘fuck up the patriarchy’. We 
got to get rid of the suckers that wanna tell 
me I look awkward on my skateboard. We 
all just wanna have fun! 

Men: Be constructive if you feel inclined 
to give advice. Don’t say ‘that could have 
been bad,’ just because I am a woman and I 
almost fell. Because we all know men would 
not say that to another male. Give support 
and ‘right on’s when women and girls rip 
around and are having a good time.

My advice to beginners: Be open to advice 
but don’t let anyone tell you how you should 
be skateboarding. You’ll learn at your own 
pace and you’ll find what works for you with 
time! KEEP SKATING!

Pier Park
Canon AE-1



Melody



Pier Park
Microshot Toy Camera
110 Film

Melody is one of maybe five women I see semi-regularly out and about. It’s always 
a pleasure. She comes at skating from a unique perspective. 

Melody says:
I’ve always been mesmerized by board sports. Freedom. I love surfing too. I can 
stay out for ten hours. It’s you versus yourself. It’s all about your own personal 
best. Because I’m older and a beginner, it was mentally kind of hard to get over 
that. The key for me is to be focused on my own experience. Everyday I’m a little 
bit better.

Injuring myself was hard. Not skating for two months. Every beautiful, sunny day 
was so hard.

There aren’t more women skating because people are too self-conscious. Skating 
isn’t always pretty, especially when you fall. Allowing yourself to be imperfect is 
hard. It’s hard to put yourself into a position where you’re just one of the guys. It 
can be embarrassing. Everyone wants to be good instantly. People do things too 
advanced too quickly and then they end up quitting.

I love skating because everyone is in it for themselves. There’s a shared camara-
derie. We are alway excited when someone lands a trick no matter how advanced 
the trick.

Don’t compare yourself to other people. There’s a need, especially as a woman, to 
show people that you can do it. That doesn’t work. Don’t do things to impress other 
people. You need to be kind to yourself.

It helps if people are just cool about women showing up, and if everyone just does 
stuff for themselves. It has nothing to do with how good other people are. Every-
thing comes with experience.  Everyone learns at their own speed. Don’t criticize 
other people. Everyone was a beginner once.”



Rachel says: 
My favorite places to skate are Hilltop in San Francisco 
and Ed Benedict in Portland.

My favorite thing about skating is just being able to 
check out of my mind out for a while and work on 
something physical and technical. And the practice of 
pushing my limits for a greater gain.

When I was starting out, I wish I’d known to ignore 
everyone and get out of my head! No one cares what 
you look like or how well you can skate. Everyone 
started from scratch, too, so just go out and have a 
good time.

I think there are so few women and girls skating 
because of a lack of representation. You can't be what 
you can't see. Skateboarding has always been male-
dominated, with a few women getting recognition here 
and there. But thankfully now, with the connection 
of social media and more, women are creating their 
own brands, groups, and literary and visual content 
that features women! Finally we're able to represent 
ourselves, and that's reaching a wider audience and 
getting more women and girls skating. Representation 
matters.

What can we, women, do about that? Keep skating, 
keep creating! 

Rachel
TRON, aka THPRD 
skatepark in Beaverton
Disposable Illford Camera







Men and boys could work to improve gender equality in the skate scene by honestly 
just relaxing. Women are here to skate and have a good time, the same reason 
the guys are here. Just give us space to exist as skaters, whether it’s at the park 
or in the streets. 

It would be sick if guys could stop reading aloud the text on my t-shirts and in 
general commenting on the clothes I’m wearing. 

Also I don’t need to be welcomed to the skatepark. It’s not yours. I’ve been here 
before. And sometimes it would be nice to just be left alone; I have headphones 
in for a reason.



Rules:
Every attempt was made to capture the image and 
voices of every non-dude I skated with. During my 
skate session, they must have stood on a skateboard 
while it was in motion.
The photos had to be analogue. (I’m a novice 
photographer and a toy camera junkie, so this way I 
could work on my skills and try out weird cameras at 
the same time.)
And last, they needed to give their consent to 
participate, obviously.

All Cameras Used Throughout The Project:
Canon AE-1
StereoRealist
Olympus Pen FT
Ilford HP5+ disposable
Lomography Simple Use reloadable disposable
Holga
Micro Shot 110 toy camera
Baby Brownie Special

All the black and white 35mm and medium format 
film was processed at home in my bathroom. All the 
weird-sized film and color rolls were processed at Blue 
Moon Camera and Machine in Saint Johns, Portland.



This is the end of the final issue of Skating with Shes and Hers. Like the end of every 
summer, I am filled with self doubt. Did I use my time well? Did I do what I wanted to? 
Did I soak it up? Have enough fun? Give enough high fives? I know I tried, but did I try hard 
enough? I honestly don’t know. Maybe you do. Was this zine worth your time? Did you get 
something out of it? I hope so.

I’ll probably always look back in doubt, but I’m also gazing at the horizon with anticipation. 
I’m excited about what’s coming next. This photo and interview series was amazing and 
I met so many rad people, but it was limited by its design. I set out to document all the 
women and girls I skated with, which is great, but it meant that I didn’t allow myself to 
include voices of anyone else. If I didn’t skate with you during that time period, you’re not 
in the series. If you’re a guy, you’re not in the series. It was designed that way, but now it’s 
time for something more.

The next project coming down the line is called Smash the Skatriarchy. Issue 1 will be out 
soon. It’s more inclusive, more flexible, and over half of it is made up of contributions by 
badass and beautiful skaters. It’s less of me and more of us. Maybe you would like to add 
something? Do you have thoughts or art you want to share? Projects you’re doing that 
might inspire others? Send it my way! The skatriarchy isn’t going to smash itself, you know.

While my heart will always be with paper books over screens, film photography over digital, 
and zines over blogs, I am working on having a web presence for all this stuff. I’m off to a 
slow start, but I’m going. Check it out.
www.smashtheskatriarchy.com                                    amelia@smashtheskatriarchy.com

the end



the people of Skating with Shes and Hers, give or take a few


