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Welcome to Volume 3 of Skating 
with Shes and Hers.

For 365 days, every single time I went 
skating, I attempted to talk to every single 
female or genderqueer skater whose 
session overlapped mine.  The outcome is a 
years’ worth of interviews and photographs 
of some pretty rad skaters.  This volume 
covers late summer and early fall of 2017.

As you know, the vast majority of skaters 
are cisgender males (meaning males whose 
identity matches their assignment of “male” 
at birth).  Those of us who are female, 
trans, or non-binary are the tiny minority, 
so I decided to do my little part to increase 
visibility and boost voices.  As a beginner 
photographer, it gave me something to work 
on, and as a sometimes shy or awkward 
person, it forced me to try to reach out to 
every single lady or gender-queer person 
I skated with.  Not being a dude at a skate 
park means that most times when you look 
out at the other skaters, you never see a 
single person like you.  It can make me feel 
isolated.  But collecting photographs of all 
these beautiful skaters in one place makes 
the skate world feel a little more welcoming.

This issue is a collaboration with local 
Pier skater, Jessie Alcaraz, who did all 
the design work. Photos and official 
interview with Jessie will come in a later, 
more chronologically appropriate issue. 

Thanks for picking this up! I hope 
you enjoy it. And if you do, I hope 
you pass it on to someone else.

Kind Regards,
Amelia



LADIES THAT 
SHRED TOGETHER,

STAY TOGETHER



Layne’s pronouns are they/them. Because 
Layne is not a cis-gender male, their 
experiences are an essential part of 
the whole picture of what it feels like 
to skate while being a gender minority. 
I appreciate them and I appreciate 
their presence at the skatepark.
 
Layne has only ever skated Pier and 
Taco Park in Vancouver, so those 
are their favorite places to skate.
 
Best thing about skating: “Doing something 
that you can keep getting better at.  It’s

gratifying.  I never thought I could skate 
because I have really bad balance.”
 
Why did you start skating: “I sold my drum 
set, which had been my previous hobby.  I 
needed a physical hobby.  Something active 
but not competitive, so I found skating.”
 
“Recently I’ve met a lot more women and 
genderqueer folks in the skate scene.  
It’s becoming much more welcoming to 
everyone.  I feel like the stigma is going away.  
The heteronormative is being broken.”

LAYNE
Pier Park, August 7th
Laika Z2X - expired color 35mm film from a 
yard sale in Sweden



Devon’s favorite park to skate is 
Gabriel.  She’s been skating for 
three weeks for reals at parks.

What’s your favorite thing about skating?
“Drive, and being obsessed 
with landing something.”

What’s the hardest thing about skating?
“Confidence.”

DEVON
Pier Park, July 27th

“Every day. 
Just do it 

every day.  Do 
something 

little every 
day.  You’ll find 

your comfort 
eventually.”



Technically Ginger was on a scooter, but 
she was rad and independent and fierce, 
and incredibly young, so I’m including 
her in this project anyway.  Also, I’m 
pretty sure she could kick my ass.

Thoughts about skateboards or 
scooters: “Scootering is funner.  It’s 
hard on a skateboard.  It’s easier 
to brake on a scooter.”

Why did you start?
“I just wanted to.  It looked fun.”

How to get more girls at the skatepark? 
“Bring your friends!  Tell them how fun it is!”

GINGER, 6YR
Pier Park, August 6th

“Some girls 
somehow like 

to do dress 
up instead of 

sports.  
I think it's 

okay to do 
both.”



Charlotte says:
I’m a girl, and I skate.  I got one 
when I was 5.  It looked cool to see 
people skating on the streets.
 
I don’t like going on humongous 
hills, but I did once.
 
I don’t admire people that have a 
skateboard and don’t skate it. (NOTE: This 
was said while giving the side-eye to Ginger, 
the badass kid on the scooter, who yes, 
had a skateboard, and no, wasn’t riding it.)
 
It’s 2017 and girls think that 
skating is just for boys.
 
But it’s not.

CHARLOTTE, 7YR
Pier Park, August 6th



HOW DO WE GET
MORE WOMEN

TO SKATE?



“Throw a 
skate party!  
Have a skate 

birthday 
party!”

Madeline is 12 years old. Her 
younger sister, Catie, is 7.
 
Maddy says:
My favorite park is Hood River I started 
skating 4 years ago, when I was 9. 
 
My favorite thing about skating is when 
I don’t fall. And when I can do it! A hard 
thing is skating when there are people 
around who are better than me.
 
My advice for beginners is to 
know that falling is learning.

I think that there are less women 
and girls skating because it’s 
mostly guys at the skatepark.

Boys can help make girls feel good 
about skating by being more friendly. 
Compliment them when they do show 
up.  And give them space.  And maybe 
bring female friends to the skatepark.  Just 
sit back and let them skate.”

MADDY & CATIE
Pier Park, August 6th



Shade’s favorite place to 
skate is Hood River.

What’s the hardest thing about skating? 
“Skating with other people.  Knowing other 
people are watching.  Oh, and pop shuvits.”

“One time, while skating, a little boy said 
‘what kind of skating is that?’  I was learning 
to pump.  No one told the boy not to say 
that.  The older boys don’t usually talk 
like that, but they take up space without 
even knowing it.  They make it hard to be 
a beginner, to be a female beginner.”

SHADE
Pier Park, August 7th
Laika Z2X - expired color 35mm film from a 
yard sale in Sweden



Serena is 27 years old.  She just started 
skating this summer. She says one of 
the barriers was that she didn’t know 
any girls who skated.  She just thought 
that skating wasn’t possible.  Then she 
started surfing.  Surfing helped with 
balance, which helped build confidence for 
skating.  And she’s been skating since.

Favorite thing about skating?
“Watching the improvements happen.  It 
seems impossible at first, then you get 
closer. Improvement seems to happen in 
the moments when your mind is quiet.”

Why there aren’t more women in skating?
“We don’t see ourselves in the 
culture, but we are starting to!”

“Men have a huge role with the acceptance 
of women at skateparks.  Boys, young 
boys too, need to give space to women 
skaters.  My most awful experiences have 
been when the park was full of boys.”

SERENA
Pier Park, August 7th
Laika Z2X - expired color 35mm film from a 
yard sale in Sweden



Meagan showed up just as I was leaving, 
sadly. And she was just passing through on 
a solo (!) skate road trip. As a fellow person 
who started skating as an adult, I whole-
heartedly second her advice for beginners.

She started skating last year, and 
her favorite place to skate is Plaza 
at The Forks in Winnipeg.

“While traveling in Bali, I found a bar 
called Pretty Poison.  It has a bowl; 
it was so cool.  I was hooked.”

MEAGAN
Pier Park, August 10th

Advice learning to skate:
“Wear pads.  Don’t be afraid to fall.  
Keep trying.  Go harder.  Everyone 
is stoked for everyone, so don’t 
be afraid.  Go to the park!”



Willow started skating after borrowing 
a board from a friend.  She’s taken 
classes with Skate Like A Girl.  Her 
favorite place to skate is Alberta.

The hardest thing about skating is dropping 
in when the transition is high and steep.

Her advice for beginners: “Try 
again.  Keep trying.”

After watching Willow skate for a while, it
is clear that her fearless spirit and her 
tenacity will take her far in skating. 
She wasn’t afraid of pushing herself, 
and she embraced the repetition 
required to master new challenges.

WILLOW
Alberta Skatepark Khunamokwst Park,
August 20, 2017
Canon AE-1, 35mm



     So I broke my wrist when I dropped 
in the medium bowl for the first time at 
Pier.  I stayed on my board until I went to 
kick turn on the opposite wall and then 
just lost control and flew off my board 
and landed with my wrist bent under my 
stomach.  But I was so pumped that I 
did it, that I had managed to drop in!

     Everyone was cheering me on and 
my adrenaline was intense so I honestly 
didn’t really feel the pain at all.  It hurt, but 
I wasn’t focused on it. I was just like “Hell 
yeah guys!! I did it!!” Then I when I went 
to pull myself out of the bowl, I felt a crack 
and I was like “um, oh yeah, I should go 
home.”  So I stuck around and high-fived 
everyone and then headed to the car.

     The whole journey was awesome 
honestly.  My friends brought me to 
the hospital and we were laughing and 
having a good time and just reminding 
me that this is part of skating; you take a 
bad fall sometimes.  As soon as I got put 
in the cast, I was ready to skate again. 
And I did. I never stopped skating. Even 
with my massive, swollen, braced hand 
I still would go to TRON and just keep 
pushing around and doing little stuff.

     When I was fully healed and out 
of my brace, I came back to skating 
with some vengeance.  I wanted to try 
everything because to me the worst 
already happened. My fear of getting 
hurt and holding back had vanished.

THE WORST
Devon tells the story of her first major injury

Hey!  It’s that lady, Devon again!  We’ve 
skated together a few times over the year.  
With a month or two between sightings, 
it was inspiring to see this lady progress 
in skill and confidence over the summer

Nothing comes for free, and 
she certainly paid to play.



DON’T BE 
AFRAID

TO FALL



LEXI
Pier Park, Mid August

I never did get an interview together with 
Lexi, but props to her for showing up, 
giving it a go, eating shit, bloodying her 
knee, and getting back up for some more.



KENDALL
Pier Park, August
Ilford Disposable Camera

No interview to go with Kendall, either. 
A challenge of this project was the 
scarcity of time. Time for my own 
skating, time for meeting (and warming 
up) strangers, time for photographing, 
and time for interviewing. Sometimes 
I ran out of time wasn’t able to get 
interview questions answered later. 

EAT SHIT.
TRY AGAIN.



EMILY
Pier Park, August
Ilford Disposable Camera

Emily took a skate class that met sometimes 
at Pier Park.  She and I talked very briefly, 
but in that short time, she was able to 
share some perspective of the evolution 
of sexism and male-dominated sports.

She recommends watching her friend Dayla 
Soul’s documentary about the female surf 
scene in San Francisco, “It Ain’t Pretty.”

By the time this zine comes out, Emily 
will have given birth to a baby girl.  
She is dedicated to exploring gender 
stereotypes and to breaking the cycle.



TAL
Pier Park, Late August

While I never got an interview, I do 
remember that Tal was just learning to 
skate. She and a veteran skater had been 
coming out in the mornings before the park 
got busy. That was my technique, too.





Christelle was 13 when I first met her, 
through having skated with her dad. 
She is a true inspiration. At an age 
when many of us turned to our peers 
for approval, Christelle cultivated her 
passion for skating even with no non-
family skate buddies.  A true individual.

She eventually did find a crew, a group of 
Glenhaven guys.  I watched them skating 
together one time.  I saw how she was 
treated equal to everyone else, not as an 
“other.”  I’m a high school teacher; I watch 
teen dynamics for a living.  Her skate 
crew was uniquely egalitarian.  When she 
missed a trick or hurt herself, there was 
no excessive concern.  When she landed 
a trick, there was no disproportionately 
loud encouragement.  Did you know that 
excessive encouragement feels like an 
implied message of “you’re good EVEN 
THOUGH you’re a girl”?  Christelle isn’t 
a “girl skater,” she is just a skater.  This 
is the direction I hope skating can head 
for everyone.   Someday skating will truly 
be an inclusive activity.  Eventually we 
will do away with the term “girl skater” 
entirely.  Some day in the future it will 
sound as ridiculous to say “girl skater” 
as it does to say “boy skater” today.

I shot these photos the week before 
Christelle moved away for college.  She 
has grown and changed so much over 
the past 5 years.  It blows me away.

I love how skating has allowed me to 
build long-lasting, intergenerational 
friendships.  That’s just so freaking cool! 

Anyway, on to the interview.

Favorite park? 
“Windelle’s or Lake Cunningham.”

Hardest thing about skating? 
“When you don’t skate for a while, and you 
have to catch up. Skating in general is hard.”

Why aren’t there more women skating? 
“They don't see it as something they 
can do.  They see it as a guy thing.”

What can men do?
“Be more supportive.  Don’t laugh at us.”

Advice for new skaters:
“Go skating in the morning.  Go with a 
buddy, and push each other.  Get a group 
of people to skate with.  Watch skate 
videos, especially girl skate videos.” 

Final words: 
“Don’t be afraid to fall. That’s 
how you get better.”

CHRISTELLE
September
Ilford Disposable Camera

“Don’t be 
afraid to fall. 

That’s how you 
get better.”





• Project ran from Spring Break 2017 to 
Spring Break 2018
• Must be every time I skated, not just 
when I felt like talking to strangers
• Must be film photos only
• In order to qualify, the subject needed to  
have stood on their skateboard while it was 
in motion at some point during my skate 
session
• Non-skating females (roller skates, 
blades, scooters) were included when it 
seemed appropriate
• The interviews were kept in the subject’s 
own words as much as possible, and only 
edited for readability

Unless otherwise noted, photos are 
taken with a Canon AE-1. For the time 
period included in this zine, I also 
used an Ilford disposable camera 
and a Laika Z2X point and shoot.
 
I mostly shoot black and white Ilford HP5 
35mm film. Some of the photos in this 
zine were taken on a roll of very expired 
color film that I found in a particular 
type of Swedish yard sale called a 
“loppis.”  Expired film is fun.  You never 
know how the quality will turn out.

RULES:

CAMERAS & FILM

ABOUT THE
PROJECT



Write me at
abpuffin@gmail.com

Check out Jessie’s design work at
alcarazdesign.com

These photos and more can be found on
Instagram at #skatingwithshesandhers

WANT MORE?


