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Welcome to Volume 2 of Skating with Shes and Hers.  Within this zine you 
will find photos of nearly all the female and gender-non-conforming folks I 
skated during the beginning of summer 2017.  For those of you new to 
SWSH, this is the outcome of a one year project where I attempted to talk to, 
photograph, and interview every skater who wasn’t male, every single time I 
skated.  It was a big, amazing, fulfilling, and super challenging project, and I 
am really grateful to every single person who made the choice to add their 
voice and their inspiration to this collection.

Summer.

To me, summer in Portland means hot days and the cool river.  It means 
wearing  short shorts and eating more blueberries than my stomach can 
handle.  And it means skating.  So much of summer is about skating that it 
has begun to feel like Portland only has two seasons.  Summer and winter.  
Skating outdoors or skating indoors.  Whether I’m roasting under the sun in 
my pads, helmet, and the thinnest shirt and shorts I can find, or I’m 
bundled up in wool socks and sweaters (and pads and a helmet), either way if 
I’m skating outside it always feels a bit like summer.

Don’t get me wrong, though.  All this skating I do does not mean I am a 
fantastic skater, or that I have loads of tricks, or even that I can ollie (because 
I can’t).  In fact, some days I really don’t feel like skating at all.  Some days 
it’s too hard and scary and I’m not making any progress and I don’t think I 
ever will, so I just say “fuck this” and read a book instead.  And that’s okay.  
There’s nothing inherently better about skating than any other activity.  I 
don’t think “skate or die” is a good attitude, and I don’t think everyone 
needs do it.  But I do think that everyone who wants to skate should be able 
to give it a go without all these stupid social barriers.  And I think it’s up to 
all of us to challenge and dismantle the hetero sexism that exists in the skate 
world.  

This little zine is my attempt to chip away at the barriers that stopped me 
from skating when I was a kid, the barriers that meant that I didn’t start 
skating till I was a 29 year old woman with no more fucks to give, the 
barriers that I still face because women and girls are still so much in the 
minority at the skatepark and in the skate industry.  So I hope you enjoy it, 
and I hope you pass it on to someone else who might like it.  And, if you 
don’t already skate and you want to try, I hope you do.  Being a beginner is 
amazing!



Alicia 
June, Pier Park
Holga, medium format

I did not get to interview 
Alicia, but we've skated 
together a few times over 
the years. She's super nice, 
always friendly, and really 
just enjoys skating for 
skating's sake. Neither of 
us are youngsters, and we 
bonded over the rather 
unique, shared experience 
of being skaters with 
minimal connection to 
"the scene." We just like 
skating. Alicia is currently 
working trails for a 
national park, but I've 
forgotten which one now. 
Next summer, when her 
seasonal travels bring her 
back to Portland, I look 
forward to sharing more 
sessions



Carla
June 11th, at Pier Park

As seen on the front cover
Black & White Disposable, 35mm

Carla loves skating and working on tricks. She's working on mastering 
curves and speed control. When this photo was taken, she'd only been to 
the park 3 times! This time, she came with her lovely aunt, Denise, who I 
may have convinced to also give skating a try.

Advice for beginners: "If you want to get over being scared, just keep 
practicing!"



Hannah
Early June at Pier Park

Canon AE-1, 35mm

“Skateboarding has been a passion of mine for over ten years, 
because no matter what I’m going through at the time, it’s a way to escape 
from it all.  When I’m riding, it’s just me, my board, and the concrete.  It 
brings me happiness and peace.  It’s my meditation and my medication.

“The most challenging part of skating, for me, has been continuing 
to skate while being pressured from family and my workplace (I work in an 
office) to stop because they think ‘I’m too old to be doing something so 
reckless,’ or ‘It’s not a professional look to have bruised knees and scraped 
elbows.’  I’ve ignored it all, because the spirit of skateboarding is not 
conforming to society’s standards of what’s acceptable and to live your life to 
the fullest. 

“My advice for beginners would be STICK WITH IT.  If you love 
skateboarding, then every small improvement will be a huge victory.  It won’t 
happen overnight, so don’t get discouraged!  Every bruise and scrape along 
the way will always be worth it.”



Sheareen and Farrin
Early June, at Pier Park.   Olympus Pen FT, 35mm

Farrin, Age 9

Farrin’s favorite place to skate is Pier Park.  Her school is right around 
the corner!  She started skating when she was so young that she says she 
has no idea why she started.  But she keeps going because “you can do 
anything you want.”

Farrin says:
The hard thing about skating is there’s always someone better than 

you, and it makes you jealous if you’re competitive.
We can help more girls start skating by talking more women into 

skating by saying how it’s really fun and it’s something they can get 
really good at, or even if you’re not really good at it, you can still have 
fun with it.

Men can help by not saying that women aren’t capable of doing it, 
and instead encouraging us to do it.



Sheareen, Age 47

Sheareen loves skating at Pier, and also at the Newberg park.  Her favorite 
thing about skating is not thinking about anything else.  “The body high.”
A hard thing about skating is “looking strange in a professional or public 
setting with bruises and scabs scattered around my body.  At 47 and a female, 
no one assumes ’skateboarding.’”
If she could give a piece of advice to her younger self, it would be: “Bring 
water!”  (Something I feel we all need to remember from time to time.)

Advice for Beginners:
Learn to fall!  Just go skate… and maybe follow some women and girls on 
Instagram to get ideas for progressing… but mostly, just go skate.

To support other women joining in the fun:
“Make sure they learn how to fall.  And also acknowledge that skating has 
levels and you don’t have to go big right away… or ever.

As to the problems with gender disparity in skating:
I feel like it’s more the industry than actual men/boys in the scene.  Most 
skaters we encounter are stoked to see us, and very encouraging.  Perhaps 
being a 47 year old and a 9 year old, that’s what creates this dynamic.  But 
even when I was younger, dudes always seemed stoked to see a female roll up.  
Again, I think the contest and industry scene, and the real world of being a 
female who skates vary drastically.

“While you are skating, don’t think about 
what the others are doing; just focus on 

what you’re doing.” –Shaereen



Julie
June at Pier Park

Olympus Pen FT, 35mm

Michaela



Felicia
Örebro Skatepark in Sweden

July 2nd
Olympus Pen FT, 35mm

Favorite thing about skating: 
Learning something new.

Felicia has been skating for 2 weeks 
and is looking forward to getting 
more comfortable on the board.

Julie
June at Pier Park

Olympus Pen FT, 35mm

Michaela
June. Pier Park.
Olympus Pen FT, 35mm

Sessions skated together: 2

Michaela says:
When I watched King of the Road, I 
realized there were no women in it! I 
would like to see more women 
represented in the media

What it’s like to be a beginner: A lot of
people give advice that's super obvious. 
It's like me saying, ‘oh, you have shoes on.’ Generally, the older people are 
really helpful. The younger kids don't really get it. Little kids think they 
know so much more than I do. Kids can be mean. It’s like they are trying to 
learn how to smack talk. Even though they’re little kids, it’s hard.

Sometimes you feel like quitting, so I'm glad I have my friends to skate with.



Melissa
Action Park. Gothenburg. Sweden. Mid July
Olympus Pen FT, 35mm

Melissa says:
Skating is a place where people dare to be different. It’s cool to be 
different. Society says that boys can’t do makeup, that girls can’t skate. 
But when people do break the norm, everyone thinks it’s cool. Just 
commit. Fuck other people.

Advice for other skaters:
Don’t worry about being judged for your skating. Fuck what people 
think. No one cares anyway because they’re all just thinking of 
themselves. Dare to commit. Don’t worry!

Melissa is an employee at Action Park, and has taught beginner skate 
classes during the past two summers. She’s been skating 2.5 years, and 
really wants you to not give a shit about what you think other people 
think. Again, fuck other people.



Melissa



Tilde
Örebro Skatepark, Sweden.  July 6th

Olympus Pen FT, 35mm.  A lucky accidental double exposure

Tilda Says:
Right now, I have only skated in Örebro and Göteborg.  But this summer I thought I 
would check out the skatepark in Malmö.  I want to go to Biarritz, France, and skate!  
And of course go to skateparks around the world.  That’s the dream.

I just love the feeling that nothing is impossible and you feel so free.  You feel so 
happy, without using your brain!  That’s a really cool feeling!  I really love that you 
can do it whenever you want.  Just grab your board and go skating!

I started skating in the beginning of last summer.  My dad and my brother skated, so I 
thought I would try it, too.  Once I started, I couldn’t stop.  It was so fun, and when 
you learn some new things, that’s a really cool feeling.  You just want more and more!  
Now I hang out with my dad in the park with his friends who are over 50.  It’s so fun!  
Everything about skating is just so “easy” and nice.  Hard to learn, but worth it.  I just 
love hanging out in the park.

When you start skating, I think you need to know  that it is not gonna be easy, and 
you have to fall a thousand times before you learn.  But it’s always worth it!  For me, 
when I fall I just wanna do it again and again.  And after a while, you prove to 
yourself that you can do anything you want.



Britney and Kris are starting 9th grade after the summer.  They go to 
different schools, but still try to meet up for skating.  They just 
started skating a little bit last year. Kris lost interest over the winter.  
She got back into it when Britney got into it more. They are still 
using borrowed boards, and hoping to buy their own soon.

Wednesday is women's day at Högdalen.  Skating around women is 
much more comfortable than showing up on a random day and 
being outnumbered.

They wish that guys would not stare so much when they work on 
skating, as it makes them self conscious and uncomfortable.

Britney and Kris 
Högdalen Skatepark
Stockholm, Sweden

Mid July



Alyssa
Sometime in July

Pier Park
Canon AE-1, 35mm

Ale and Alyssa are some of the very few ladies I’ve ever skated with more than just once or 
twice.  They are two besties who skate so damn much that we just kept running into each 

other.  It was refreshing.

Alyssa has many favorite things about skating:
1: Going fast!

2: The friends I have made skating. They have absolutely lit up my life.
3: Those moments when you are afraid of something but do it anyway. 

That might be one of the best feelings ever. In life and in skateboarding.

What’s a hard thing about skating: 
It’s terrifying!



Alyssa

“Don’t worry about being good,
just have fun and try new things.”



Ale
“The hardest part about skating for me was starting. I felt pretty goofy 
at first, and it was super intimidating to push around in a busy park. 

I've always been a bit shy, so for me, having music really helps. 
It’s pretty incredible how much more comfortable I feel when I'm 

rockin’ to my own stuff and singing in Spanish!”



Ale
Sometime in July.  Pier Park.

Canon AE-1, 35mm

Gabe is best park for sunset sessions. It’s where I skated most when I was 
learning. Such a fun park and mellow vibes. Pier is another favorite. The 
medium bowl is super fun yet a bit scary and exciting! I also love rolling in 
through the window of the fullpipe. It was hard to overcome a few weeks ago 
and now I can fully enjoy it and try to pump harder each time I go in.

There are so many things I love about skating. Kickin’ it with my friends 
while being active.  Pushing my limits. Doing stuff that, a few years back, I 
would never have thought possible. 

It's so great that no matter where you are in skating, people can see where 
you’re struggling, and when you finally land your roll in, your trick, your 
kickturn, everyone is hyped with you.

It’s such an amazing community; I could go on for ages. I also feel that after 
taking up skating, falling a lot, getting back up, and doing it again, skating has 
shown me so much. I try to bring that perseverance to other aspects of my 
life. Skating has made me a more confident, happy, courageous human. I 
have met so many amazing people and i'm beyond grateful I got into it <3

Why did you start skating: I wanted to skate for years... ever since rocket 
power really :P I thought Reggie was the sickest. But I never really tried it. I 
was terrified. Two years ago I came to Portland for the summer. I was dating 
someone who skated, I got a board set up, and I haven't stopped skating since.

I’d recommend starting out with a friend. It’s so fun skating with someone 
who is on the same level as you. I have that with my bestie, Alyssa, and I can 
tell you it's the best thing ever; she's my favorite to skate with! We push 
ourselves so much more when we're together. We goof around a lot, and we 
get to do doubles!

I don’t know why there aren’t more women skating. Some girlfriends of mine 
are just getting into it, and I’m so stoked for them! Whenever I see a girl at a 
park, I usually make an extra effort to go up to them and say hi, and try to 
link up for more sessions in the future :) I love making friends and skating 
with friends is a million times better!



“Go for it! You can only get better! I know pads are not 
that common in skating, but I love them! I can try really 
hard, and when I fall, it usually doesn't hurt so I just get 
back up and do it again!”

Ale



Sima
July 25th. Pier Park
Canon AE-1, 35mm

Favorite place to skate: 
“Coal Pad DIY”

Favorite thing about 
skating: 
“Nothing. Beer. 
Everything.”

Hard thing about skating: 
“The activity itself. That’s 
why it’s fun.”

Advice for beginners: 
“No one really cares. No 
one pays attention as much 
as you think.”

Thoughts on why there are 
so few females in skating: 
“They’re scared. They 
don’t pick it up on their 
own. They need to be 
brought into it. The 
problem is with the other 
girls. I’ve had to deal with 
more girls being 
judgmental than guys.”



Penelope
July 30th. Pier Park.
Canon AE-1, 35mm

Favorite place to skate: 
“Roller derby, mostly. 
For parks, Pier.”

Favorite thing about it: 
“I just love being on my 
skates and learning the 
tricks. I love playing on 
a team.”

Why don’t you think 
more girls skate? 
“Because it’s scary. I get 
nervous sometimes. It 
helps that I get to come 
with my family.”

How’d you get started? 
“I started on my 8th 
birthday. I got a comic 
book about a 
rollerskater and I just 
really wanted to do it. I 
wanted to be a Roller 
Girl.”

(I looked into this. The 
comic is, in fact, called 
Roller Girl, and it’s by 
Victoria Jamieson. 
Perhaps someone should 
write comics about girls 
on skateboards, too?)

Blocker face
Nothing gets by Penelope



Penelope

Demonstrating her 
starting position 



Sometimes the best skating happens when 
you’re just fucking around.

This girl was with a Portland Parks skate summer camp.  I didn’t get an 
interview, unfortunately.  But just look at how freaking cool she is!

Olympus Pen FT, 35mm



Project Rules:

• Duration: Spring Break 2017 to Spring Break 2018

• Must be every time I skated, not just when I felt like talking to strangers

• Must be film photos only.  (I’m a super novice photographer, and this project has 
been quite fun and challenging.)

• They must have stood on their skateboard while it was in motion at some point 
during my skate session, and they must want to be included in the project. 

• Non-skating females (roller skates, blades, scooters) were included if I felt like it 
and if they were there to use the skatepark like a skatepark.

• I started doing interviews in late May.  I tried my best to take notes quickly, and 
keep folks’ statements in their own words.  I only edited for readability.

Cameras Used:

• 35mm film cameras: Canon AE-1 (everyone’s film class camera), Olympus Pen FT 
(half frame!), Stereo Realist (3D), Lomography Simple Use (reloadable 
disposable), Ilford Disposables, various other random disposables

• 120 film (medium format): Holga, plastic Japanese toy camera known for artsy 
and unpredictable light leaks

• 110 film: Micro Shot, a tiny, pink, plastic toy camera from the ‘90s 

• 127 film: Baby Brownie Special, a little black Bakelight camera from the ’40s that 
originally sold for $1.25

Upon compiling this list of cameras, I have realized that perhaps I have a collecting 
problem. Perhaps I should chill a bit on impulse purchasing weird and toy 
cameras. Or not. Probably not. 

motel mirror self portrait



To receive the next volume:

send $5, 2 stamps, and your address to

Amelia Bjesse-Puffin

7326 N Denver Ave, Portland OR 97217

or

e-mail me at abpuffin@gmail.com

These photos and more can be found on instagram at 
#skatingwithshesandhers
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